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Abstract 

       The Assyrians excelled in transcribing and writing their royal texts. It can be 

relied upon to know the history and civilization of those eras, just as writing 

history depends on written transcriptions, without which there can be no recorded 

history. Also, these writings of all kinds were written by kings in order to 

preserve them for the following ages, and to immortalize the name of the king 

who was codified in his time Among those important writings that the present 

research specialized in is The Implications of Royal Texts Written on Precious 

Materials from the Neo-Assyrian Period (911-612) BC. 

 

INTRODUCTION 

        The Royal texts are official texts 

written by kings, princes, and rulers to 

immortalize their deeds and achievements, 

both religiously and worldly. Some of 

them have been used for purely 

propaganda purposes as one of the official 

media(1)  By doing this, it is possible to  

be  aware of the various activities related 

to their lives and to preserve its cultural 

heritage from loss and extinction(2) These 

writings are also considered as  the most 

accurate and eloquent texts we have 

received in terms of grammar and spelling 

because  they are official writings based 

on high levels of style  written by the  

writers of high cultural and literary levels, 

and  these writings  require accuracy in 

expression to affect the minds of the 

listeners.(3) Among these texts relating to 

the king, there are texts prepared to make 

vows to the goddess, as it  is obvious  in 

the following text: “I dedicate the stone of 

lapis lazuli to my life, in the hope that my 

days will be long, and my years are many, 

for the  prosperity of my country and my 

land, and for the preservation of my 

country.(4) These texts were written on 

precious stones and valuable metals, as 

some stone and metal ornaments and small 

pearls were found in  the temples, most of 

which mentioned the name of the king.(5) 

These inscriptions were written in various 

forms on  different materials, including 

statues of all kinds and seals, materials 

made of bronze, gold, silver, onyx and 

lapis lazuli.  

The Assyrian kings made use of the most 

significant stones and minerals to write 

down some of their royal texts bearing the 

name of the king and his works on 

precious materials. We choose the 

followings from them: 

First: The implications of the royal texts 

written on a gold and silver metal plate 

        As far as gold is considered as one of 

the most important minerals that the 

ancient Iraqis knew and benefited from its 

properties despite the absence of its 

deposits in the land of Iraq, as it was 

called by the Sumerian term (Kù.GI) 

corresponding to it in Akkadian 

(hurasu)(6) However, the ancient Iraqis 

imported it from the neighboring regions 

where this metal is found. Gold was used 

in Mesopotamia in the manufacture of 

ornaments of all kinds, such as earrings, 

bracelets, head clips, crowns, ribbons and 

other ornaments. Likewise, gold has also 

been used in the writings of foundations or 

buildings since the Assyrian period. The 

writings of buildings have been found 

written on gold and silver placed inside a 

box of limestone, as well as made of gold 

statues of royalty and statues of the gods 

and some uses of the temple as the kings 

used it to write their royal texts.(7) We 

choose  the following from these texts: A 
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royal text belonging to King Shalmaneser 

III  (8) inscribed on a golden tablet 

preserved in an alabaster box recording the 

construction of the city wall of Assyria 

and the campaign against Babylon. 

The General text form 

1- The king’s name, family and titles: 

The Assyrian kings realized the great 

impact that these royal titles had on the 

hearts of their people, as they reflected 

their position and religious status as 

mediators between the gods and society. 

King Shalmaneser III was called the 

deputy guardian of Assyria appointed by 

the god Enlil, as we read in the following 

text (9). 

1md šùl-ma-nu-MAŠ  

2 -GAR d BAD SID aš-šur  

3-A aš-šur-PAB-A ŠID AŠ  

4- A TUKUL-MAŠ ŠID AŠ-ma  

Shalmaneser (III) was appointed by the 

god Enlil, vicar of Assyria, son of Ashur-

Nasir-Pal (II), deputy regent of Assyria, 

son of Tukulti-Ninurta (II) (who was) also 

deputy regent of Assyria.  

2 -Military actions: we find that the kings 

often mention the campaigns they carried 

out and the cities they included in them, 

and they talked about their conquests in 

detail and made many sacrifices, as we 

read in the following text. 

5 -ka-šid TA tam-di  

6 -AN.TA u KI.TA  

7-u tam-di šá KUR kal-di  

8 -šâ ÍD mar-ra-tú 

9-i-qa-bu-si-ni  

10-a-lik KUR hat-ti ana pat at 

11-gim-ri-šá a-pél 

 12- ana URU.KÁ.DINGIR.KI  

13- URU bár-sípaKl  

14- URU ku-te-e a-lik  

15- UDU.SISKUR. MEŠ-ia  

16- aq-qi (10) 

Conqueror From the heights of the sea to 

the bottom of (the sea), the Chaldean Sea, 

which is called Maratu ("bitter") the river I 

crawled to the land of Khati I took control, 

I crept to Babylon, Porsippa, (and) Kutha 

(and) I made my sacrifices. 

3- Construction works: Among the most 

important architectural activities of King 

Shalmaneser III was that it most likely 

begins with the phrase “Enuma”, which 

means (at that time), which is usually 

attached to a report on the date of the 

construction, and then comes the building 

part reinforced by ((DÚ indicates 

construction. (11)An example of this is the 

construction and renovation of the city 

walls of Assyria. The Assyrian king 

described how he built the city walls and 

reviewed the names of the kings who built 

and renovated these walls before them, as 

is clear in the following text. 

16-b-e-nu-ma  

17 -BÀD URU-ia aš-šur KI  

18 -mah-ru-ú  

19-šá ina IGI TUKUL- d MAŠ  

20-A d šul-ma-nu-MAŠ 

21-MAN a-lik IGI-ia  

22-ina IGI DÚ-uš 

23-e-na-ah-ma  

24 -ana iš-šu-ti DÙ-uš (12) 

     When the old wall of my city, Assyria, 

which Tukulti-Ninurta (I), son of 

Shalmaneser I, a king before me, had 

previously built, (this wall) became 

dilapidated and rebuilt. 

Second: The implications of the royal 

texts written on silver 

Silver is also a precious material, as the 

ancient Iraqis called it KÚ. BABBAR) in 
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the Sumerian term and in the Akkadian 

(kaspu).(13) The meaning of silver, and 

they classified it in different degrees, 

including pure or clear silver, polished or 

shiny, and strong or hard. Silver was 

shaped in the form of bowls and utensils 

for decoration, as personal ornaments, and 

for the manufacture of small statues. 

(14)We choose from these texts of the 

Assyrian king Ashur Nasir Pal II (883-859 

BC).(15) A structural text written on two 

metal plates, one of  them is in  gold and 

the other is in  silver, that originally came 

from the city of Abgo (modernly Tell Abu 

Maria).(16) He records the construction of 

a royal palace for him in the center of this 

city, where he placed the two tablets in the  

box of the stone foundation. 

The general text forms 

1-The text begins with the phrase É.GAL, 

which corresponds to the Akkadian 

(ekallu), meaning (the great palace) or the 

royal palace. 

1- E2.GAL 

The Palace 

-2 The name of the king and his titles : 

The Assyrian kings realized the great 

impact that the advantages and importance 

of these royal titles have on the hearts of 

their people, as they reflect their status and 

religious status as mediators between the 

gods and society. Where these writings 

emphasize the king’s greatness and 

strength, and we find King Ashur Nasir 

Pal II calling himself many of the titles he 

began with, and among these titles that 

were mentioned in his royal texts, the 

Strong king, the King of the World, the 

King of Assyria and other titles  (17) as we 

can  read in the following text. 

 m AŠ-PAB~A MAN ŠÚ  

2-MAN KUR AŠ A TUKUL-MAŠ MAN 

KUR AS  

3- A 10-ÉRIN.TÁH MAN KUR AŠ-ma  

4- ka-šid KUR.MEŠ DU-ši-na  

5- TA d UTU.È EN d UTU.ŠÚ. A 

6- ana GÌR.MEŠ-šú (18) 

Ashur-Nasir-Pal, King of the Universe, 

King of Assyria, son of Tukulti-Ninurta, 

King of Assyria, son of Adad-Narari 

(II)(19) 

3- Mention of urban works: The urban 

works has dominated most of the kings, 

which is the mention of urban work such 

as building a temple, a palace or a wall, as 

is clear to us in this text. Where the king 

built a palace for him in the city of Abqo 

on two tablets of gold and silver, and here 

we see the extent of the ingenuity with 

which the Assyrian kings reached, as 

shown in the following text. (20)Most of 

the texts were written to please the gods 

and gain the confidence of the people, as 

we read in the following text. 

6b- ú-šak-ni-šú 

7- É.GAL URU ap-qi 

8-ana šu-bat man-ti-a ina tup-pi 

9- KÙ. BABBAR KÙ.GI URU4-šá ŠUB  

       I laid the foundation of the palace for 

my royal residence in a vaulted city of 

Aqbo  with tablets of silver (and) gold. 

Blessings and Curses: We often find at the 

end of every text that contains closing 

formulas which contain blessings and 

curses, in which the king speaks to the 

kings who come after him to preserve his 

inscriptions and his written name. And the 

god Ashur will hear his prayers, and 

unlike that who erases his name, perhaps 

the god Ashur  (21) and destroys  his 

weapon and erase his name and his 

descendants from the earth, as we read in 

the following text. 

10- NUN EGIR-u MU SAR  

11- NU ta-pa-sit AŠ EN GAL  

12- ŠÙD-ŠÚ ŠE GA Šá MU  

13- SAR i-pa-ši-tu  

14- NA RÚ A-a šú-a-tú  

15- ana šip-ri šá ŠÁ-šú DÙ-ŠÚ  

16-AŠ EN GAL GIŠ.TUKUL-šú- liš-bir  
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17- GIŠ.AŠ. TI-ŠU KAR-ŠÚ MU-ŠÚ  

18- NUMUN-Šú ina KUR lu-ZÁH (22) 

   What future prince, do not erase my 

engraved name, may Ashur, the great god, 

he will hear your prayers. As for  the one 

who erases my inscription (and) uses my 

huge inscriptions for his own purposes, 

may the god Ashur my great master,  will 

destroy his weapon, take away from him 

his throne, (and) destroy his name (and) 

his offspring from the earth. 

Third: The contents of the royal texts 

written on ivory 

            Ivory was known in the Middle 

East since antiquity. Ivory pieces were 

found in Sumerian periods, and the ivory 

was called ZU.AM.SI, which literally 

means “senni fil” and 

in Akkadian sinni piri). Ivory was brought 

from Syria, Africa and India. It was used 

to decorate wooden furniture, pots, doors 

and their handles. It was also used for 

necklaces and bracelets, and the group of 

ivory which was discovered in Nimrud is 

considered as one of the largest and most 

beautiful ivory that dates back to the 

modern Assyrian period. (23) We choose 

from these texts. 

A royal text belonging to King Shamshi-

Adad the fifth (24) inscribed on ivory 

found in Nimrud. It includes the king’s 

name, lineage and title. 

1- m šam-ši-10 MAN KUR AŠ A md šûl- 

[mānu-ašarēd šar mât aš-šur]  

2-A m AŠ-PAB-A MAN KUR AŠ-ma 

GIŠ.GU.ZA [...]  

3- a-x [...] Lacuna (25) 

      Shamshi-Adad V, king of Assyria, son 

of Shalmaneser (third), king of Assyria, 

son of Ashur_Nasir_pal (II), (who was) 

also king of the throne of Assyria [...]. 

Fourth: The contents of the royal texts 

written on the lapis lazuli stone 

    The lapis lazuli is one of the distinctive 

stones called (NA4ZA.GIN) in Sumerian 

and Akkadian (uqnu). (26)It is 

characterized by a dark blue color, in 

addition to the presence of other colors 

such as green and violet, and lapis lazuli 

was also  used to decorate temples and 

personal adornment, as it is considered  as 

one of the rare stones  (27) compared to 

other stones. 

From these texts: 

    A consecration text engraved on the 

head of a scepter of lapis lazuli presented 

by King Assyria Nasir Pal II to the god 

dAya . (28) 

The general forms of text 

1- Description of God: Religion was of 

paramount importance in the lives of 

ancient peoples, as it was one of the 

most important factors affecting the 

course of their lives and the way their 

civilizations developed. we find that 

the king dedicates the head of a 

scepter to the god d Aya and describes 

him as wise and the god who has 

destinies in his hand and has a strict 

decision that never changes. 

1) [ana ea ... m]u-šim d NAM.MEŠ 

KUR [KUR.MEŠ ...]  

2) [... ha]-si-su šá NU BAL-U me-lik- 

[šu ...]  

To God. d Aya] The god of wisdom in 

whose control the fate of the lands 

[...], whose decision is immutable. 

2- The king’s name, lineage and titles: 

The kings of Mesopotamia took the 

titles they used to call themselves and 

wrote down many of them in their 

royal writings. This is what most of 

the Assyrian kings used to do. 

3) [... GISK]IM-MAŠ MAN KUR AŠ  

[King Ashur Nasir-Pal II, King of 

Assyria], son of Tawaklti Ninurta 

II, king of Assyria. 

3- Mention of the consecrated work: 

The Assyrian kings used to dedicate 

valuable things to the goddess as an 

offering to ensure their lives and years 

of their rule and to preserve their 

countries and lands. 

3b-a-na TI Z[I MEŠ-a arāk ūmēia]  
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4-[šumūd šanātīia šalām zērē]-a 

KUR-a PAB GIŠ.AŠ. TI ŠID-ti-a 

...]  

5- [zaerīia ana q] a-me (*)-e áš-tu-

ti-a a-n [a hul-luq malkī nakrūtīia)  

6- [ana šepeia šuk-nu]-še NA4 hal-

tap-pa lu  

7- [... a-q]ìš (29)  

       I dedicated lapis lazuli to my 

life, may my days be long, and my 

years many, for the prosperity of 

my country and my land, and for 

the preservation of my country. 

Fifth: The contents of the royal 

texts written on the agate 

             Agate is one of the 

precious stones, and it is one of 

the most famous types of agate to 

the Assyrians, the red agate 

imported by the ancient Iraqis, and 

it has different colors, such as 

yellow and white. As Aristotle 

said, its types are numerous, and 

the best are those brought from 

Yemen (30)It was called the 

Sumerian term (NA4 GUG) and 

corresponds to it in Akkadian 

“samu” (31).  

We choose from these texts 

1 - A text dating back to the Assyrian king 

Tawaklti Ninurta II (890-884 BC) 

(32)Engraved on a small white agate with 

orange spots found in the (city of Dur- 

šarru-kin)  (33) It is now preserved in the 

Louvre Museum. It is a necklace (34) worn 

by the king around his neck. The text 

contains the type and content of the 

material. 

The general text format: 

1- Writing material: The text begins with 

a sign indicating the stones NA4, followed 

by the name of the precious material 

belonging to the king, as is clear in the 

following text. 

1- NA4GU2  

Necklace 

2- The name of the King and his titles: 

He called himself a number of titles 

similar to the kings who preceded him, 

which glorify his greatness and strength, 

which he began with in the introduction to 

his writings. 

2) ša2 m TUKUL MAŠ MAN KUR AŠ  

3-A 10-ÉRIN.TAH2  

4-MAN KUR AŠ (35) 

Tukulti-Ninurta (II), king of Assyria, son 

of Adad-Narari (II), king of Assyria. 

2- Text inscribed on a green eyed agate 

dedicated from King Shalmaneser III to 

the god Khalaswa 

1-ana d hal-la- su-a 

2-UMUN-šú  

3-md SILIM-MAŠ  

4-ŠID aš-šur BA (36) 

   To the god Khalsuwa, my lord, has 

Shalmaneser, the viceroy of Assyria, 

consecrated (this). 

Sixth: The contents of the royal texts 

written on the basalt stone 

   Basalt:  The basalt stone in the Sumerian 

language was called (NA4.AD.BAR) 

corresponding to it in Akkadian (sal-lam-

tu)(37). There is another term for it 

(NA4.GA.SUR.RA) and in Akkadian 

(abnu kasurru), which means dark black, 

which indicates the color of basalt. And 

basalt is a blasting stone and pumice, 

which is a very light black volcanic glass 

used in polishing and smoothing. Basalt 

was also used in the modern Assyrian 

period for construction, sculpture, statues, 

monuments and utensils, and it was also 

used in the manufacture of necklaces and 

seals. (38) 

3-A royal text belonging to King 

Sennacherib (39) records the installation of 

door handles made of basalt stone found in 

Nineveh General versions of the text. 

The text begins with the phrase É.GAL, 

which corresponds to the Akkadian 

(40)(ekallu), meaning (the great palace) or 

the royal palace. 
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1) É.GAL 

The Palace  

2- The name of the king and the title: 

Kings took many titles, but one of the 

most important titles by which most kings 

were given the title of King of Assyria due 

to the position of the god Assyria among 

the Assyrian kings and the Assyrian 

people, as we read in the following text. 

 

1b- md 30-PAP.MEŠ-SU MAN dan-nu 

MAN ŠÚ 

2- MAN KUR aš-šur 

Sennacherib, strong king, king of the 

world, king of Assyria 

3- Mention of construction works: we 

find that the king talks about his 

construction works and swears by the 

power of his scepter that the god Ashur 

gave him that he brought the basalt stone 

from far places to put it at the gates of his 

palace. 

ina me-tel ši-bir-ri-ia šá iš-ru-ka 

3) AD DINGIR.DINGIR AN. ŠÁR NA₄ ka-

šur-ru-u ka-šur-ru-û-a-qa-ru  

4) šá KUR-šú ru-u-qu ú-ra-am-ma  

5) ina KI.TA ṣer-ri GIŠ.IG. MEŠ  

6) KÁ. MEŠ É.GAL-ia ú-kin (41) 

    By the power of my sceptre, which the 

Father of the Gods, (god) Ashur, had 

given me, I brought (with me) the precious 

stone Kachuru (basalt), whose mountain 

lies far away, and set it under the axes of 

the outer doors of the gates of my palace. 

Seventh: The contents of the royal texts 

written on alabaster 

He called it the Sumerian term (NA4. GIS. 

NU11.GAL) and corresponds to it in 

Akkadian (parutu) (42)Which means 

alabaster. Alabaster is characterized by its 

softness and its ability to dissolve in water. 

Therefore, the inscriptions that are 

engraved on it and the statues that are 

made of it are exposed to erosion factors 

(43) and we choose from these texts. 

A royal text belonging to the king (Ashur-

Nasir-Pal II) inscribed on an alabaster 

bowl from the temple of Ishtar. 

The general forms of  the text 

1- The name of the king and his title: 

He bestowed on himself a number of 

titles similar to the kings who 

preceded him, which glorify his 

greatness and strength, which he 

began with in the introduction to his 

writings. (44)  

1- m AŠ-PAB-A GAR d BAD ŠID AŠ A 

TUKUL-MAŠ GAR d BAD  

        Ashur-Nasir-Pal II appointed by the 

god Enlil, deputy and guardian of Ashur, 

son of tukilti-ninurta II, appointed by the 

god Enlil, deputy and guardian of Ashur, 

son of Adad Narari II, who was also 

appointed by the god Enlil, representative 

and guardian of Assyria. 

2- Mention of urban work: urban works 

most likely begin with the phrase “enuma” 

which means (when), which is usually 

attached to a report on the date of 

construction, then the building part comes 

reinforced by a verb indicating the 

construction. (45)  

e-nu-ma  

3- É d INANNA ša URU ni-na-a NIN-ia  

4- TA URU4- šú a-di gaba-dib-[bi-šu] ar-

sip (46) 

At that time, I rebuilt the temple of the 

goddess Ishtar in Nineveh my mistress, 

from top to bottom. 

 

Eighth: The contents of the royal texts 

written on glass tiles 

As glass is one of the minerals known in 

ancient Iraq, many pieces of glass were 

found in the modern Assyrian periods, and 

the best types of glass were produced from 

Assyria, and it is called in the Sumerian 

language (NA4. AN. ZAH) and in 

Akkadian (anzahhu) (47). 

A special text about the goddess inscribed 

on a stained-glass tile 

 A royal text presented to the goddess 

written on a beautifully painted large 

colored glass tile found in the temple 

of the god Anu (48) and Adad (49). 

The general form of the 

text 

1- The text begins with the phrase 

É.GAL, which corresponds to the 

Akkadian (ekallu), (50) meaning (the great 

palace) or the royal palace.  

E2.GAL 

The Grand Palace or the Royal Palace 
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2-The name of the king his title: the king 

called himself a number of titles that 

glorify his greatness and strength, which 

he began with in the introduction to his 

writings. He was called the king of the 

universe due to his control over most of 

the regions, and he was also called the 

king of Assyria because of his pride in the 

national god Assyria and his position 

among the Assyrians at the time. We also 

find the king mentioning the name of his 

father and grandfather as if he was proud 

of his offspring as being from the royal 

dynasty, as we read in the following text. 

1- m GISKIM-d MAŠ MAN dan-nu MAN 

KIŠ KUR AŠ  

2- A m10-ÉRIN.TÁH MAN dan-UU MAN 

KIŠ MAN KUR AŠ 

3- A m AŠ-KAL-an MAN KIŠ MAN KUR 

AŠ-ma (51) 

Tukultl-Ninurta, the powerful king, king 

of the universe, [king of] Assyria, son of 

Adad-Nārārī (II) king of the universe, king 

of Assyria, son of Ashur-dan (II) (52)(who 

was) also king of the universe (and) king 

of Assyria. 

 A royal text belonging to King 

Šharr-uken inscribed on a green 

glass vase found in Kalhu. 

E₂. GAL m MAN-GIN 

GAR d BAD NU. EŠ₃ aš-šur 

MAN dan-

nu MAN ŠU₂ MAN KUR AŠ 

     The palace of Sargon (II), 

appointed by the god Enlil, Nishako, 

priest (God) of Assyria, strong king, 

king of the world, king of Assyria. 

 A royal text belonging to King 

Šharr-uken dedicated to the god 

Nergal, written on an eye stone 

mounted on blue glass measuring 3.3 

x 3.2 found in the city of Dur-Šharr-

uken. 

ana d nin-gal GAŠAN-šu₂ m MAN-

GINMAN KUR AŠ ana TI-šu₂ BA(53) 

    To the goddess Nangal, my lady Sargon 

II, king of Assyria, he dedicated this work 

for his life. 

Ninth: The contents of the royal texts 

recorded on the weights 

    The weights were made in ancient Iraq 

in different shapes that derived their 

shapes from animals such as the duck and 

the lion, where the lion was called the 

Sumerian term (UR.MAH) and the 

Akkadian (nêšu) (54) The use of these 

weights was also limited to the modern 

Assyrian period , In Nimrud, many models 

of weights made in the form of a lion were 

discovered, containing handles used for 

carrying and hanging purposes, on which 

were written royal inscriptions that 

included the name of the king, as we read 

in the following text.(55)  

 A royal text written on a lion 

weighing 2 min. (56), belonging to 

King Shalmaneser IV. 

1-E2.GAL d šul-ma-nu-MAŠ 

2- 2 MA.NA 

3- ša LUGAL (57) 

Palace of Shalmaneser (IV) 2 of the king's 

house 

 A royal text written on a weight 

duck that was discovered in Assyria, 

belonging to King Tiglat Tablazer III  

(58) 

1- E2.GAL m tukul-ti-A-e-šar (ra)  

2- MAN SU MAN KUR aš-šur (59) 

    The palace of Teglat-Tablazer (the 

third), king of the world, king of the city 

of Assyria. 

CONCLUSIONS 

Royal texts were Cod What is the reason 

that prompted the Assyrian kings to write 

royal texts on precious materials? 

  ified Glorifying the king, despite the 

strong religious features of these 

writings, the focus of all is the king. 

Royal inscriptions record the king’s 
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actions carried out according to the 

wishes of the goddess and for the sake 

of the goddess and not the people. They 

are one of the important media means 

to confirm the king’s authority, 

influence, and show his power and 

control. 

  The historical sense, of course, is a 

sense that exists in man by nature, and 

it is a realization and awareness on his 

part of the importance of time and the 

need to preserve the memories of 

events and signs in history, and perhaps 

most important of all, his sense of the 

need to communicate this and pass it 

on to future generations. 

   It is one of the important media means 

to confirm the king's authority and 

influence, and to demonstrate his 

power and control. 
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