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Abstract 

Most lately, analysis of non-linguistics modes of meaning construction in discourse has gained a lot of 

interest among the practitioners of Systemic Functional Grammar (Kress and van Leeuwen, 1996; 

O’'Halloran, 1999; RaveUi, 2000; Thibault, 2000). These researchers working in visual images and their 

“co-articulation of meaning” have widened the scope of meaning-making by co-deployed non-linguistic 

resources in the meaning-making process (O’Halloran, 2004, p. 38). The facility provided by the SFL theory 

helped comprehend multimodal texts and paved the way for meaning-making in a digitized visual world. 

Even though SFG is a natural framework for CDS and semiotics, it is not only the ‘grammar’, which can 

be incorporated to expose the internal structure of the discourse. One such model of grammar comes from 

the domains of Cognitive Linguistics. Some theorists have shown interest in unravelling ideological 

structures in a given discourse with the help of cognition (O’ Halloran, 2003; Chilton, 2005; Hart, 2010). 

Even though SFG develops ‘descriptive’ analysis, it nevertheless, lacks interpretation, which is on the other 

hand provided through cognitive domains (Fairclough, 1995). The interpretation-analysis developed, 

exposes the effect of ideology transfer, “perspectivised” by the listener/viewer and thus provides 

psychological grounding for “meaning construction” (Hart, 2014, p.9). The current study while providing 

a cognitive perspective to the social semiotic model attempts to refine the less clear aspects of SFL’s 

standard account and helps develop a cognitive framework /instrument for both linguistic and non-linguistic 

image schema analysis and explores the typology SPACE image schemas in the multimodal representation 

of Afghan migrants. 
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Introduction 

Meanings developed in linguistic discourse both 

contribute to ideology and imagination. 

Moreover, certain ‘grammatical constructions’ 

not only provide meaning in a discourse but also 

depict certain ‘visuospatial properties’ that 

invoke ‘conceptualisation’ in cognition (Hart, 

2014, p.107). In this perspective, Langacker 

(2002) views the Cognitive Grammar approach to 

discourse as an ‘accurate characterization of the 

structure and organization of linguistic 

knowledge as an integral part of human 

cognition’ (p. 102 as cited in Hart, 2014).  The 

grammar of visuals also conveys meaning 

through non-linguistic experiences such as 

‘visuospatial’ components of discourse. Thus, 

significance in a discourse can also be developed 

from the experiences one has with the perception 

of the world both physically and mentally. 

Moreover, the construction of meaning not only 
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depends on linguistic modes but also on the 

‘cognitive processes’ of non-linguistic modes.  

CDS are mostly subjected to scrutiny 

with respect to four analytical frameworks i.e. 

“transitivity” (Halliday, 1985), “mystification” 

(O’Halloran, 2005), “social actor” (Leeuwen, 

2006) and linguistic representation of a given 

discourse. However, these analytical frameworks 

lack “cognitive import” in the analysed texts 

(Billig 2008; Chilton 2005; O’Halloran 2003; 

Stubbs 1997; Widdowson 2004 as cited in Hart. 

2014, p. 108). These analyses somehow lack to 

provide answers to questions such as how 

‘structures in the text’ instigate similar 

“structures in the minds of speakers/hearers” (p. 

108). The gap in these analytical frames gives rise 

to enquire issues such as how mystification and 

nominalisations in texts, discourse and 

speaker/hearer (O’Halloran, 2003, p. 234) 

simultaneously trigger cognitive form (Billig 

2008). Such issues are significant for any critical 

discourse study, as a discourse to have a 

dialectical relation with the society, requires to be 

“constitutive of knowledge”, which is central to 

human minds (Chilton 2005; van Dijk 2010). 

Therefore, it is becoming significant and central 

for a critical discourse analyst to take into account 

the cognitive perspective and reveal cognitive 

domains that involve in the meaning-making 

processes of the discursive strategies (Wodak, 

2006, p. 180). 

Most of the previous literature on 

cognition and discourse relate to the socio-

cognitive method and theory of event models, 

both identified and contemplated by van Dijk 

(1997, 1998, 1999, 2009, 2010, and 2011). He 

proposed his event models to be propositional 

and as socio-cognitive structures that guide the 

discursive procedures. However, a more recent 

study towards cognition of discourse has been 

derived from the fields of cognitive linguistics. 

The study infers that the mental modes in the 

mind are more abstract and conceptual as 

compared to being “propositional in nature” 

(Hart, 2014, p. 109). Moreover, the Cognitive 

Linguistic Approach (CLA) focuses more on the 

processes of comprehension and 

contextualization of socio-political discursive 

strategies. CLA proposes conceptualisation as the 

cognitive process that involves meaning-making 

in terms of both linguistic and non-linguistic 

modes (Evans & Green, 2006, p. 162). 

Background knowledge when conceptualised 

takes various forms such as “image-schemas, 

frames and conceptual metaphors” and therefore, 

CLA provides a theoretical framework to 

examine and reveal “conceptual effects of 

ideological” linguistic choices and provides 

cognitive balance to the discursive studies (Evans 

& Green, 2006, p. 162). 

Cognitive linguistics is an emerging 

approach to the domains of CDA. It involves 

patterns of cognitive comprehension and 

meaning-making such as mental spaces and 

construal dimensions to social meaning. Since 

Christopher Hart relates cognition with CDS, the 

following section provides a review of his 

research using CLA to CDS. 

One such study conducted by 

Christopher Hart (2011) to reveal cognitive 

support for CDS was on the force dynamics 

represented and invoked in anti-immigration 

discourse in British politics. The study exposes 

that force interactive dynamics develop schemes 

of ‘Steady-State Opposition’ and ‘Shift in State 

of Opposition’ which reveal the ideological 

potential of conceptualisations in immigrant 

discourse. The study concludes with the 

theoretical significance of the interface of 

linguistic analysis and Gestalt principles and 

therefore, adds to the existing literature on CLA. 

Another study by Christopher Hart 

(2013) uses CLA to CDS and reveals discursive 

strategies such as structural configuration, 

framing, identification and positioning, for the 

development of ideology in the background of 
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virtual press disputes of political parties. The 

paper investigates the conceptualisation of 

violent acts entreated on the official websites 

of The Telegraph vs. The Guardian in relation to 

the current political act developed on the 

migration of Syrian refugees. The study revealed 

philosophical conceptual domains triggered by 

the two online press sites i.e. The Telegraph and 

The Guardian to reveal the violence that 

happened in the protests of G20. Logical 

differences identified in construal operations 

revealed some structures of conceptualisation, 

including image schemas and various ‘other’ 

operations, which, as advocated by the study, 

illuminated conceptual structures embedded in 

ideological representation through discourse. The 

conceptual formations revealed irregular action 

schema i.e. classification of social actors 

(protestants) as either rioters or demonstrators. 

The newspaper, The Telegraph induced the 

philosophy of viewing the Police as violent and 

guilty of violence, while the newspaper The 

Guardian tried to interpolate the philosophy of 

creating balance by neither attributing Police as 

violent nor marking them as innocent. In a similar 

study, Hart (2014) explored models of cognition 

and conceptual meaning-making in reporting 

British political protests. A comparative study 

was conducted to investigate the online reporting 

of the protest rallies. The study revealed image 

schemas that constructed protesting events and 

ideological patterns and that ultimately 

reconstructed the minds of the reader. 

All the studies mentioned above provide 

significant background to the analytical 

perspective adopted in the current study. The 

studies briefly reviewed the cognitive grammar 

approach adapted to CDS at the textual level and 

highlighted the significance of adopting the 

Cognitive Grammar approach to a Critical 

semiotic analysis i.e. the application of construal 

operations and cognitive components on non-

linguistic data such as visuals. Therefore, the 

current study, identifying the gap, proposes an 

analytical model that will depict a Socio-

Cognitive Semiotic Analysis of the photographic 

representation of Afghan refugees and answers 

the following research question: 

What typology of SPACE image 

schemas are employed to represent counter-

narrative in the Multimodal Depiction of Afghan 

Refugees living in Pakistan? 

Image Schemas in the Data Sets 

Johnson (2013) and Mandler (2007) define image 

schemas as intangible knowledge structures 

conceptualised from continual patterns of 

experience during cognitive development.  They 

(image schemas) are gleaned from basic 

dimensions such as paths, links, containers and 

force. Image schemas are crucial to a given 

conceptual system and facilitate the 

conceptualisation of discursive events. The study 

explores an inventory of image schemas 

discussed above, drawn from Johnson (2013), 

Lakoff, and Turner (2009) in the photographs and 

taglines. The explorative table below shows the 

frequency of image schemas in both photographs 

and their respective taglines, while the typology 

of image schemas is interpreted in detailed 

analysis in the sub-sections below.  Image 

schemas as Johnson puts are “dynamic” patterns 

that function as “abstract structures of an image” 

and therefore, connect various physical 

experiences with our conceptualisation of an 

event (Johnson, 1987, p. 2). Johnson (1987) 

further elaborates on the functioning capacity of 

image schemas to abridge sensorimotor 

interactions and conceptual representation in the 

mind, by proposing image schemas as integral 

components in developing logic and meaning of 

the world (Tseng, 2007). Image schemas 

structure both bodily and non-bodily experiences 

through different types of physical and 

metaphoric expressions respectively and are 

therefore multimodal in nature. The current 

subsection provides the range of “sensory-

perceptual” experiences represented through 
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embodied structures i.e. image schemas at both 

bodily (visual) and non-bodily (linguistic) levels 

to reveal the counter-narrative employed to voice 

the plight of Afghan refugees.  

 

Table1: Descriptive Statistical Analysis of Image Schemas in Photographs and Taglines 

SPACE Schema 

SPACE schema defines the characteristics of our 

perceptual experiences i.e. our perceptual space 

is composed of a domain of various objects that 

can be both at “varying distances” and “central 

vantage point” (Johnson, 1987, p. 124). The 

perceptual space not only shows the structure of 

a given physical field but can also configure 

foregrounding and backgrounding of 

philosophical dimensions of “social, economic, 

political, and religious” worlds (p. 125). This 

image schema consists of a figure (Trajector-an 

element capable of motion or subject to motion), 

a ground (landmark: an element where the 

trajector is moving to and is considered to be 

static but with boundaries) and a line/plane (path: 

where the trajector moves) as the minimal 

requirements for schemata to be marked as 

SPACE Schema. Having these essential 

properties SPACE schema can be further divided 

into subtypes depending on the movement a 

figure (trajector) adopts in line with the ground 

(landmark) and can thus reflect parallel-ness 

(FRONT-BACK and LEFT-RIGHT), 

perpendicularity (VERTICALITY/UP-DOWN), 

horizontality (NEAR-FAR), adjacency 

(CONTACT-PATH) and relative magnitude 

(CENTER-PERIPHERY) (Johnson, 2005).   

In lieu of the above-mentioned 

description of the integral defining features of 

SPACE image schema, this section explores the 

typology of SPACE schemas employed in the 

visual/textual representation of Afghan refugees 

living in Pakistan. The most common type of 

SPACE Schema employed both in visuals and 

textual representations of Afghan refugees are 

CENTER-PERIPHERY, UP-DOWN, FRONT-

BACK and NEAR-FAR image schemata (see 

Table 1). The figures and the table below show 

some of the typical visual and textual 

representations of these mentioned image 

schemata.  

Image schemas represent one's 

perceptual experience through physical 

embodiment and thus carve the concept that at a 

particular given event, one’s focus/attention can 

be fixed at a particular object or field or in other 

words, what is foregrounded at one point may 

become backgrounded at another (Johnson, 1987, 

p. 124). Such characteristics are central to the 

embodied nature of the CENTRE-PERIPHERY 

schema. Johnson (1987), Lakoff (1987) and 

Image Schema N 

(Visual) 

Percent N 

(Textual) 

Percent 

SPACE 105 40 

UP-

DOWN/VERTICALITY/SCALE 

0 00.00% 3 7.50% 

FRONT-BACK 12 11.43% 1 2.50% 

LEFT-RIGHT 3 2.86% 0 00.00% 

NEAR-FAR 9 8.57% 5 12.50% 

CENTER-PERPHERY 81 77.14% 17 42.50% 

CONTACT-PATH 0 00.00% 11 27.50% 
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Deane (1992) explained the schema analogously 

with the human body, i.e. the trunk and internal 

organs being central and the rest of the body parts 

as peripheral (Pena, 2008). CENTRE-

PERIPHERY schema thus is based on structural 

elements such as an entity that is identified as 

whole, central and peripheral parts and a 

“configuration” (Pena, 2008, p. 1061). Lakoff 

(1987) and Santibanez (2002) further elaborated 

on the internal logic of this schema by identifying 

that the peripheral parts in a given whole depend 

on the central parts but not vice versa. Therefore, 

the central in a given whole is integral to 

conceptualisation; whereas, the peripheral may 

be regarded as less significant or can be ignored. 

The significance of centre-periphery difference 

surfaces in everyday linguistic and visual 

expressions.   The data sets employed in the study 

also reflect the use of the CENTRE-PERIPHERY 

schema. As evident from Table 1, the most 

commonly employed SPACE schema is the 

CENTER-PERIPHERY Schema in both 

photographs and taglines of Afghan refugees. 

The selected data sets show the use of CENTRE-

PERIPHERY image schema that highlights 

Afghan refugees, their living conditions, 

provision of financial assistance and registration 

opportunities, self-other distinction and inner-

outer value (s).  

The CENTER-PERIPHERY schema is 

projected in photographs (see figure 1) by camera 

zooming to foreground the elderly man and his 

cow, Afghan child with the balloon, Afghan 

elderly woman with registration and Afghan child 

carrying UNHCR funded school bag, whereas, 

the slums, the Registration Centre and Afghan 

refugees’ mud homes are shown in the 

background. The photographs representing the 

CENTRE-PERIPHERY Schema, typically 

represent Afghan refugees as central part to the 

given event i.e. Afghan refugee living issues. 

Thus, the producer(s) of the photographs 

perpetuate and impose the conceptualisation of 

the connection of ill living [slums and mud 

homes, (see figure 1a & 1b), issues of 

documentation (registration card and process (see 

figure 1c) and lack of educational facilities 

(makeshift schools (see figure 1d)] with Afghan 

refugees living in Pakistan. As mentioned 

previously, analysis of image schemas not only 

provides grounds for analysing conceptual 

grounding of narrative structures (visual and 

linguistic) but also perpetuates to provide a 

“semantic means of classifying and describing” 

narrative process (Hart, 2014, p. 112). In this 

regard, the centre-periphery distinction explored 

in the photographs also highlight conceptual 

reflex of both transactional and (uni- & bi-) 

directional visual narrative structures.  

 
a) © MM 

 
b) © MM 

 
c) © UNHCR 

 
d) © UNHCR 
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Apart from the visual depiction of centre-

periphery peculiarity, the taglines also revealed 

the use of CENTRE-PERIPHERY schema basic 

to their representation of conceptualisation of 

ordeals of Afghan migrants. The diagrammatic 

notation of the CENTRE-PERIPHERY Schema 

in the taglines is conceptualised in figure 2 below. 

Tseng (2007) pointed out that centre-periphery 

distinction is realised through linguistic cues that 

can be both explicit and implicit. Explicit cues are 

reflected through adjectives of measurement and 

comparison followed by the amplified noun being 

amplified. Certain linguistic entities though 

reflecting the absence of “explicit orientational 

space”, have their typical or recognizable image 

schematic features (Tseng, 2007, p. 139).  

Figure 1: CENTER-PERIPHERY Schema in Afghan Refugee Photographs 

Figure 2: Diagrammatic Notation of CENTRE-PERIPHERY Image Schema in Taglines 

Centre-periphery distinction is employed as 

rudimentary to present the conceptualisation of 

provision of financial help and its purpose to the 

Afghan migrants. This schema is basic to develop 

tangibility in multimodal metaphor MIGRANTS 

ARE NEEDY: 

‘The largest portion of this amount, 

USD 2.3 million will go to the health 

sector and benefit approximately 

600,000 Afghan refugees residing in 76 

refugee villages, through improved 

healthcare services.’  

The adjective ‘largest’ followed by the 

noun ‘portion’, reflects the significance of 

centralizing the health issues faced by the Afghan 

refugees. Image schemas also reflect features of 

the superimposition, i.e. a given linguistic 

expression might generate an “interaction of 

series of image schemas” (Tseng, 2007, p. 139). 

In this regard, the above-mentioned health issues 

and consequential provision of health benefits 

reveal associated domains of NEAR-FAR 

schemas (elaborated below). The nearness of 

adversity of Afghan refugees’ health conditions 

is depicted as something in the present situation, 

whereas, future promises of ‘improved healthcare 
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services’ seem far. Werth (1999) pointed out 

image schemas are not just entities of the mind, 

but also constitutive of instantiations of socio-

political or cultural contexts. In this perspective, 

the provision of healthcare benefits from a 

foreign country depicts the deprived status of the 

socio-political standing of Afghan refugees by 

the Pakistani Government.  In this perspective, 

Mohmand, (2017) emphasised, that Pakistan 

should take into consideration the Afghan 

settlement policies on the grounds of 

humanitarian grounds. The caption provides a 

voice to the adversities faced by the Afghan 

refugees and reflects counter-discourse features 

such as logical inversion and parody in the 

discourse represented. With daily brouhaha of 

blaming Afghan refugees, the cause of prevalent 

insecurity issues in Pakistan and a constant daily 

dose of anti-refugee narrative in socio-political 

contexts, this caption simply counters the 

dominant discourse and questions the 

presupposed knowledge of indiscriminately 

calling Afghan refugees terrorists. The health 

issues faced by the Afghan refugees simply mock 

the presupposed dominant discourse of 

considering them as a threat to national security 

interests.  

 CENTRE-PERIPHERY schema was 

also reflected in taglines that represented self 

(Afghans)-other (UNHCR, Government of 

Pakistan, Police, etc.) distinction on the basis of 

the provision of law enforcement and other life 

essential facilities:  

• Station House Officer (SHO) 

Wilayat Shah talking to Afghan 

refugee elders from Jalala refugee 

village in Mardan district. The 

SHO assured the refugee elders 

that every possible assistance will 

be provided to refugees in cases of 

arrests and detentions and that the 

police will not discriminate 

between Afghans and Pakistanis. 

The meeting was organised by 

UNHCR as part of its advocacy 

campaign about the rights and 

protection of refugees in Pakistan. 

UNHCR field team together with 

lawyers from partner organization 

SHARP met with the police 

authorities in Mardan, Khyber 

Pakhtunkhwa and apprised them 

of the efforts of UNHCR to 

establish contacts with refugee 

elders from refugee villages in 

Mardan.  

• UNHCR in Pakistan works daily to 

ensure that the voluntary returns 

programme for registered Afghan 

refugees is conducted in dignity, 

safety and that the needs of the 

people returning come first. 

• Government of Pakistan today 

launched pilot programme to 

register undocumented Afghans in 

the country. 

The above-mentioned taglines identify 

the distinction between centre-periphery image 

schematic elements by distinguishing the US 

versus THEM perspective. The taglines show the 

use of nominalisation as implicit linguistic cues 

such as ‘every possible assistance’, ‘in dignity, 

safety’, ‘Voluntary returns programme’, ‘the 

needs of the people’, ‘undocumented Afghans’, 

etc. The taglines also show the use of 

nominalisations in the form of verb phrases such 

as ‘will not discriminate between Afghans and 

Pakistanis’, ‘UNHCR in Pakistan works daily’, 

‘launched pilot programme’ and ‘to register’ 

shows the categorisation of ‘Pakistanis’, UNHCR 

in Pakistan’ and ‘Government of Pakistan as 

others and ‘Afghans’, ‘registered Afghan 

refugees’ and ‘undocumented Afghans’. In this 

regard, the superimposition feature of the 

CENTRE-PERIPHERY image schema shows 

CONTAINER schema orientation. The Afghans 

in the ‘self’ domain even though project ‘US’ 
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perspective, are considered as outsiders and thus 

outside the bounded container based on the socio-

political perceptual capacities and conceptual 

values. The taglines mentioned above reflect the 

conceptualised bounded region to be a place 

where features such as ‘rights and protection’, 

‘dignity’ and ‘safety’ prevail and thus indicate the 

deprivation of Afghans from such basic 

humanitarian rights. On the other hand, 

‘Pakistanis’, etc., though reflected as ‘others’ in 

the taglines above, are considered a part of the 

bound container and thus not discriminated 

against when it comes to these human rights 

features. At the discursive level, this implies the 

biased behaviour projected by the state law 

imposers when it comes to Afghan migrants. The 

rights and protections of refugees are 

compromised due to the prevalent political 

policies laid by the Government (before August 

2021). Thus, the image schematic orientation 

reflected in the caption above provides an 

opportunity to “disentangle the discourse-

cognition-cultural triangle” and reveals how APS 

Attack (2014) led to scapegoating treatment of 

Afghan refugees living in Pakistan by the law-

imposing authorities (Tseng, 2007, p. 140).  

Ijaz (2015) points out to the hostile 

climatic measures taken by the police against the 

Afghan refugees post-APS Attack. The hostility 

towards the Afghan migrants has left them 

trapped outside the bounded container i.e. 

Pakistan, and left them in a desperate situation 

where they are even not able to return to 

Afghanistan due to war issues. Ijaz (2015) further 

elaborates that police harassment, detention and 

extortion have cornered the Afghan refugees and 

have deprived them of the basic right of living in 

a dignified way. The taglines arouse counter 

voice and imply partial reframing. This means, 

that the mainstream discourse frame i.e. the 

relationship between undocumented Afghan 

refugees and the compromised situation of the 

host state in terms of security has been 

provisionally refuted and alternate discourse 

frames such as issues of maltreatment of the 

Police with the Afghan migrants, forced and 

unsafe repatriation and issues of documentation 

of unregistered Afghan refugees are highlighted. 

Therefore, the counter voice echoed in the 

taglines, is represented in the form of partial 

reframing, which, does not usually disown the 

mainstream narrative, but provides an alternative 

view to look at the same discourse event 

(Macgilchrist, 2007; Bartlett, 2018).  

Finally, the taglines also reflected 

conceptual configuration that revealed the 

CENTRE-PERIPHERY schema while 

representing the inner (central/integral) and outer 

(peripheral/ insignificant) value(s) of the support 

needed to be given or already provided to the 

Afghan migrants living in Pakistan as observed in 

the below mentioned tagline: 

• The project was aimed at 

providing marketable skills and 

developing market linkages to 

some 230 Afghan refugees out of 

which, 125 trainees were women. 

Like Shams, today, many of the 

other trainees are also benefiting 

from sustainable livelihood 

opportunities and are supporting 

their families.  

• Pakistan continues to host world’s 

second largest & most protracted 

refugee population globally. 

The categorisation of centre-periphery is 

reflected in the above taglines through the use of 

implicit linguistic cues i.e. adjectives such as 

‘marketable skills’, ‘sustainable’ and ‘second 

largest protracted refugee population’. Such 

centre-periphery distinction generates orientation 

that defines subjectivity in terms of the entity that 

is identified as central or innermost such as the 

implicit linguistic cues mentioned above. 

Therefore, the training of essential employment 

skills and Pakistan hosting Afghan refugees has 
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been given a significant position when it comes 

to the provision of livelihood opportunities and 

refuge from war. The taglines reveal partial 

reframing counter-narrative strategy at the 

discursive level and somehow do not deny the 

financial issues faced by the GOP. They also 

emphasised the employment support needed for 

the Afghan refugees.  

The next line of image schemas such as 

VERTICALITY/UP-DOWN, NEAR-FAR, 

LEFT-RIGHT and CONTACT are subservient to 

PATH Schema (Johnson, 1987). Therefore, in 

order to reveal the patterns of above mentioned 

image schemas in the data sets, it is integral to 

elaborate the notion of PATH schema first. As 

mentioned above, all typologies of SPACE 

Schema will have figure, ground and plane (see 

above), likewise, the PATH Schema contains a 

source (starting point), a goal (ending point) and 

a sequence of motion that enables the peripatetic 

figure to move in a particularly specified 

direction, i.e. “connecting source with the goal” 

(p. 113). Johnson (1987) explained that PATH 

schemas give rise to metaphoric structures such 

as PURPOSES ARE PHYSICAL GOALS. This 

implies, that physical realisations are mapped 

onto abstract domains and thus such mapping can 

be seen both at concrete and abstract levels in the 

Afghan refugee photographs and taglines 

respectively (see diagrammatic notation in figure 

3, below).  

 

Figure 3: Diagrammatic Notation of PATH Schema in Taglines 

One of the realisation of PATH Schema 

in both the photographs and their respective 

taglines is seen through the employment of 

VERTICALITY/UP-DOWN image schema. As 

mentioned above, VERTICALITY image-

schema can be also considered as compliant to 

PATH image schema. Based on their directions, 

PATH schema can be exhibited in all direction 

i.e. “horizontal, circular, and vertical” (Pena, 

2003, p. 138–139). In this regard, 

VERTICALITY or UP-DOWN image schema 

displays an upside-down positioning and thus 

reflects the embodiment of below and above. This 

schema consists of a perpendicular path which 

encompasses entities such as a source, a 

directionality, and a destination; therefore, it 

develops its conceptual configuration from the 

PATH schema (Pena, 2008). Johnson (1987) 

considers this schema as SCALE schema and 

elaborates that conceptual domains of verticality 

are basic to both qualitative and quantitative 

perspectives and thus can be measured either in 

terms of an increase(decrease) of amounts or in 

terms of degree of influence. As seen in table 1, 

none of the visuals in the given date sets reflect 

VERTICALITY as basic for their conceptual 

layout, however, the taglines mentioned below 

reveal the image schema as basic to their 

conceptual configuration in order to represent the 
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provision of health facilities and Pakistan’s 

Government support: 

UNHCR’s Assistant High 

Commissioner for Operations, Mr. 

George Okoth-Obbo, the Minister of 

State for States and Frontier Regions 

(SAFRON), Mr. Shehryar Khan 

Afridi, the Provincial Finance 

Minister, Mr. Taimur Khan Jhagra, 

and the Provincial Health Minister, 

Dr. Hisham Inamullah Khan, 

inaugurating the cold chain warehouse 

in Peshawar. Khyber Pakhtunkhwa 

gets it’s first-ever vaccine storage 

facility UNHCR mobilizing 

international support for Afghan 

refugee situation: Top UN official 

lPeshawar - 7 November 2019: Khyber 

Pakhtunkhwa gets it’s first-ever state-

of-the-art vaccine storage facility that 

will cater to the needs of the entire 

province. The facility – having the 

capacity to store large amounts of 

vaccines – will benefit 1 million 

children as well as 1 million women of 

child-bearing age. Last year, UNHCR, 

the UN Refugee Agency, signed a 

Memorandum of Understanding 

(MoU) with the Department of Health 

in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa to support 

the provincial government to 

effectively administer immunization 

services. An inauguration ceremony of 

the cold chain warehouse was held in 

Peshawar on Thursday. UNHCR’s 

Assistant High Commissioner for 

Operations, Mr. George Okoth-Obbo, 

the Minister of State for States and 

Frontier Regions (SAFRON), Mr. 

Shehryar Khan Afridi, the Provincial 

Finance Minister, Mr. Taimur Khan 

Jhagra, the Provincial Health 

Minister, Dr. Hisham Inamullah 

Khan, and other distinguished guests 

attended the ceremony. Speaking on 

the occasion, Mr. Okoth-Obbo said 

that he was pleased to learn that 

UNHCR has built vaccine storage 

facilities in both the Khyber 

Pakhtunkhwa and Balochistan 

provinces, which are hosting the 

largest numbers of refugees. “In the 

last five years, UNHCR has helped 

channel more than $38 million to 

Pakistan just to support health care,” 

he said, adding that the international 

community values Pakistan’s generous 

support towards Afghan refugees 

despite facing its own economic and 

social challenges. Mr. Okoth-Obbo 

reiterated UNHCR’s commitment to 

help mobilize additional political, 

financial and technical support for 

sustainable solutions for Afghan 

refugees. He informed that UNHCR 

and the Governments of Pakistan, Iran 

and Afghanistan have decided to 

launch a Support Platform to enhance 

international solidarity for the Afghan 

refugee situation.To be formally 

launched in December at the first-ever 

Global Refugee Forum – the first 

major meeting on refugees of the 21st 

century – Mr. Okoth-Obbo explained 

that the Solutions Strategy for Afghan 

Refugees (SSAR) Support Platform 

will seek stronger political and 

financial commitments to accelerate 

concrete results. Pakistan is one of five 

co-conveners of this world meeting on 

refugees, which presents a unique 

opportunity for the international 

community to make a tangible and 

long-term difference in the lives of 

refugees and the communities that 

host them. 

The parts of taglines underlined and 

mentioned above, express the quantitative aspects 
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of VERTICALITY Schema. Pena (2008) 

elaborated that even though Verticality Schema is 

one of the subsidiaries of Path Schema, the 

schema does have a unique differentiating 

elements of its own. One of the notable ones is 

the ability to portray conceptual metaphoric 

orientation such as GOOD IS UP and BAD IS 

DOWN, thus generating axiological dimension. 

In other words, the interaction between discourse, 

cognition and society (cultural or political) 

impose and interweave image schemas that reveal 

axiological parameter (Tseng, 2007). Tseng 

(2007) added/proposed that axiological values 

suggesting ‘UP’ movements attempt to project 

positivity in a given discourse whereas, ‘Down’ 

movements are assigned to project negativity. 

The taglines mentioned above reflect and suggest 

‘plus-minus’ axiological perspective i.e. Pakistan 

being the host country for Afghan Refugees is at 

the top. This ‘plus-minus’ parameter also 

suggests the tendency of opposite or 

complementary parts at the lexical levels. 

Therefore, complementary parts of schema might 

be valued as positive or negative. For example, 

the mentioning of state of the art vaccination 

centre and quantitative value of VERTICALITY 

schemas depicting financial support in the 

taglines show or suggest positive axiological 

values whereas, indicating the absence of the 

health support in the past, indicates negativity or 

deprivation at the axiological level. The details of 

Verticality Schema aiding in positioning the 

viewers the values of US (Afghans) and THEM 

(State, UNHCR) can be revealed in axiology 

proximization strategy at discursive and 

interpersonal level.  

The next in line schemas are subservient 

to PATH Schema, are FRONT-BACK, LEFT-

RIGHT and NEAR-FAR. All these mentioned 

schemas due to being part of PATH Schema, 

conceptualise both physical and abstract 

motion/direction adopted in a particular trajected 

space.  

FRONT-BACK and LEFT-RIGHT 

Image Schemas are experiences that provide 

conceptualisation of figure and ground. 

Therefore, orientation of these schemas not only 

details kinetic motion but also static one and thus 

highlights the significant element conceptualised 

as in the FRONT/LEFT and others at the 

BACK/RIGHT (Pena, 2008).  

The typical conceptual structures of these 

FRONT-BACK schemas are elements such as an 

initial point (considered/positioned as BACK) 

and a destination location (considered as 

FRONT). This schema thus, orients prototypical 

movement through space by connecting source 

and goal point and by representing movement of 

the trajected element (TR) (Pena, 2008). The 

LEFT-RIGHT Schema, even though subservient 

to PATH Schema does not reflect a movement on 

a trajected plane, rather depicts the static position 

of elements and therefore, highlight the 

significance of positioning entities in a specific 

way. Kress & van Leeuwen (2006) regarded 

LEFT-RIGHT orientation of elements in a given 

visual space as analogous to given and new 

information in linguistics. In this perspective, 

LEFT-RIGHT Schemas are pre-conceptual 

structures that materialize the concrete 

positioning of participants in a given visual in a 

meaningful way. FRONT-BACK and LEFT-

RIGHT Schemas are present in visual depiction 

of Afghan Refugees as shown in figure 4 below. 
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Figure 4: FRONT-BACK and LEFT-RIGHT Image Schemata in Afghan Refugee Photographs 

 

Figure 4 above, shows the use of FRONT-BACK 

and LEFT-RIGHT Schemas while representing 

‘old Afghan Refugee’, ‘Afghan Children’, 

‘Afghan Women’, etc. According to the basic 

orientation of FRONT-BACK schema, if an 

element is positioned forward, it is regarded as 

important in terms of specificity; whereas, 

entities portrayed as BACK are not 

particularized. Therefore, what is profiled in 

figure 4 (a) and (b) from an axiological point of 

view, is considered positive or in terms of the 

current study can be regarded as prototypical 

representation of elders and Afghan Children 

living in refugees’ slums. In case of LEFT-

RIGHT Schema, the representation of Afghan 

Refugees living in slums show and depict their 

living conditions and therefore depict the 

producers’ motive to highlight the atrocities of 

living in such conditions.  

FRONT-BACK and LEFT-RIGHT 

Schemas are also present through linguistic items 

in the taglines. LEFT-RIGHT Schema is mostly 

employed through explicit linguistic cues that 

refer to positioning of Afghan Refugees during 

their daily chores. The prototypical example of 

LEFT-RIGHT Schema showing the 

movement/position of Afghan migrants in their 

daily routine is shown. FRONT-BACK Schema 

is represented in taglines through both explicit 

and implicit linguistic cues:  

Heavy fighting forced Maria, 49, and 

her family to flee their native Jawzjan 

province in Afghanistan eighteen years 

ago. The family now lives in Turkmen 

Afghan Refugee Village in Nowshehra. 

Her son is at school now and she wants 

him to have an education. Maria 

makes a living by preparing wool for 

the carpets weavers.  

Pena (2008) elaborated FRONT-BACK 

image schema’s movement as when an entity 

moves forward/backward, it passes through 

various intermediates along the path. The further 

the element has moved, the further it is from a 

given BACK location and closer to the FRONT 

point. In the case of the tagline above, Maria’s (an 

Afghan Refugee woman) migration journey is 

mentioned. The noun phrase ‘Heavy Fighting’ 

(FORCE Schema) caused Maria and her family 

to leave behind the BACK location i.e. ‘their 

native Jawzjan province in Afghanistan’. The 

trajected movement of the Afghan Refugee 

woman with her family depicts the path travelled 

from the source point (Afghanistan). Therefore, 

the noun phrase ‘Turkmen Afghan Refugee 

village in Nowshera’, is considered as the goal 

point and ultimately the FRONT location. Their 

movement along a path i.e. migration due to war 

in order to reach a secure place, reveals the 

vulnerability of Afghan Refugees and highlights 

‘MIGRANTS ARE VICTIMS’ metaphors and 

ultimately the VICTIMIZATION frame. The 

linguistic cues such as nouns of location, relate to 

the BACK point and FRONT point. From an 

axiological perspective, forward movement i.e. 

migrating to a safer place is considered positive, 

which ultimately ‘elicits that we can know better 

what is in front of us’ (Pena, 2008, p. 1056). 

However, in case of Afghan migrants, the future 

in Pakistan, due to deprivation of basic living 

facilities, the conceptualisation of future 

(FRONT) is dubious. The figurative path i.e. 

migration is depicted as a metaphoric journey 

represented through implicit linguistic cue i.e. 

infinitive (‘to flee’) and therefore identifies the 

negative BACK point. This representation of pre-

conceptual structures of FRONT-BACK Schema 

in the given tagline invokes a sympathetic appeal 

and therefore generates complexification of 

parallel discourse events. The conceptualisation 

of Afghan Refugees’ vulnerable position 
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depicted in the taglines reflects parallel notation 

in the face of metanarrative of state policies. The 

parallel discourse developed, therefore, 

challenges explicitly stated inhuman repatriation 

procedures by the host policy makers, and thus 

indulges the reader’s attention towards the less 

mediatized face of the coin i.e. plight of Afghan 

Refugees living in Pakistan.   

NEAR-FAR Schema works on the same 

conceptual blueprint as the PATH Schema. Like 

every other schema subservient of PATH 

Schema, NEAR-FAR Schema share two entities 

and a path. The conceptualisation of NEAR-FAR 

Schema generates NEAR Schema, if, an entity is 

near another element. The two entities would 

have an effect on each other in a way, where one 

of the element might exert control, impact and 

influence on the other (Pena, 2008). Conversely, 

having large distances between entities, the FAR 

image schema is called upon and thus the “less it 

will affect it or will be affected by it” (Pena, 2008, 

p. 1056).  

The representation of Afghan migrants in 

the photographs above, depict physical 

orientation of placement of Afghan Refugees in 

the given visuals. Apart from this, NEAR-FAR 

Schema is also a feature employed to develop the 

CHARITY frame and ultimately persuading the 

audience with depiction of MIGRANTS ARE 

NEEDY metaphor (underlined in the taglines): 

• The Government of Japan has 

announced a generous 

contribution of USD 6 million in 

support of the UNHCR’s refugee 

programme in Pakistan. The new 

funding will bolster UNHCR’s 

interventions in the areas of 

education, healthcare and the 

provision of legal assistance to 

some 1.6 million Afghan refugees 

in the country. 

• The SHO assured the refugee 

elders that every possible 

assistance will be provided to 

refugees in cases of arrests and 

detentions and that the police will 

not discriminate between Afghans 

and Pakistanis. 

• Abu Khalid is learning English 

and would like to become a doctor 

in the future. We hope he will 

achieve his dreams in Afghanistan. 

• An inspirational story of an 

Afghan refugee father and his 

daughter; who, despite all the 

opposition from their community 

are determined to continue their 

struggle for education. Salma is 

making her father proud by 

teaching girls at her home, who are 

not allowed to attend regular 

school. At the age of sixteen, she is 

the only female teacher in the 

entire refugee village. She runs a 

Home-Based Girls’ Centre at her 

house, with the support from 

UNHCR. 

• Safia, 7, poses with her brother 

Wesal, 5, at a newly constructed 

Government Primary School in 

Hayatabad, Peshawar. “I am 

happy sitting in a proper 

classroom. I will not need to go to 

different places every day because 

my school is finally built. Thank 

you!” says Safia with a smile. The 

students of this school sat near a 

garbage dump in the locality under 

open skies, bracing cold and heat. 

With UNHCR/RAHA 

intervention, this new school 

building was constructed in a 

record 6 months duration and now 

the children have appropriate 

facilities to study.  
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The above-mentioned taglines depict 

NEAR Schema while representing the current 

situation of Afghan migrants at two levels. The 

first level depicts the current atrocities faced by 

the migrants as a feature of NEAR schema and a 

hopeful future depending upon the support 

provided as a feature of FAR schema. The other 

level depicting NEAR-FAR Schema, relates the 

past struggles that ultimately led to migration as 

FAR schema entity and showing a somewhat 

better current situation as a NEAR schema entity. 

Both levels are expressed through implicit 

linguistic cues such as ‘the Government of Japan 

as announced a generous contribution of USD 6 

million’, ‘every possible assistance’, ‘Abu Khalid 

is learning English’, ‘struggle for education’, 

‘under the open skies’, etc., and reflect the 

difficult situation Afghan Refugees are living in 

through feature of NEAR schema. Image 

schemas provide a discourse-cognitive-societal 

viewpoint, reinforce, and elaborate Hampe’s 

(2005) contextualized elaboration of image 

schemas in a larger socio-political and socio-

cultural context. In this perspective, the NEAR 

Schema relating to the current situation of 

Afghan Refugees reinforces and persuades the 

audience to develop humane emotions towards 

the displaced community. This conceptualisation 

of Afghan migrants being needy is further 

embarked and imposed using pre-conceptual 

structures of FAR schema. The schema is 

reflected in implicit linguistic cues such as ‘the 

new funding will bolster’, ‘will go to the health 

sector’, ‘will not discriminate between Afghans 

and Pakistanis’, ‘he will achieve his dreams in 

Afghanistan’, etc. Kovecses (2005) identified 

image schemas as universal physical 

embodiments that can be employed in various 

ways and therefore conceptualise various 

metaphoric expressions that involve “individual, 

social, ethnic, regional, stylistic, subcultural, 

etc.” (p. 88-113). In this regard, NEAR-FAR 

Schemas revealed in the above taglines impose 

the context of migration and reflect “positive-

negative evaluative tendency” about the past and 

present situation of Afghans residing in Pakistan 

and possible future implications expected 

through the provided support (Tseng, 2007, p. 

142). Therefore, taglines reflecting NEAR-FAR 

Schema show both positive and negative 

evaluative bias. This polarity is manifested 

through linguistic cues such as ‘the Government 

of Japan as announced a generous contribution of 

USD 6 million’, ‘every possible assistance’, ‘Abu 

Khalid is learning English’ and ‘the new funding 

will bolster’, ‘will go to the health sector’, ‘will 

not discriminate between Afghans and 

Pakistanis’, ‘he will achieve his dreams in 

Afghanistan’ respectively. Thus mentioning of 

help and hopeful future is positively valued; 

whereas, relating past struggles is negatively 

valued. 

The last of the typology of SPACE 

schema that is employed in taglines is 

CONTACT Schema. CONTACT Schema is 

subsidiary with the NEAR-FAR Schema, 

therefore, any two entities are said to 

conceptualise CONTACT image schema, if they 

come nearer/closer to each other. Therefore, 

absence of distance between the two entities in 

motion is said to have maintained contact. The 

structural elements for this schema therefore, are 

two or more entities, the path-on which 

movement is caused and the measurement of the 

distance between the elements (Pena, 2008). The 

taglines (underlined) depicted the employed 

CONTACT Schema through implicit linguistic 

cues such as nominalisation, NP-VP 

combinations, etc. representing the 

SECURITISATION and CHARITY frame: 

• The meeting was organised by 

UNHCR as part of its advocacy 

campaign about the rights and 

protection of refugees in Pakistan. 

UNHCR field team together with 

lawyers from partner organization 

SHARP met with the police 
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authorities in Mardan, Khyber 

Pakhtunkhwa and apprised them 

of the efforts of UNHCR to 

establish contacts with refugee 

elders from refugee villages in 

Mardan.  

• UNHCR supports Afghan refugees 

and host communities through 

livelihoods development by 

imparting vocational skill training, 

provision of income generating 

tools and business start-up 

equipment in Pakistan.  

• UNHCR facilitates 

#AfghanRefugee parents to obtain 

birth certificates for their newborn 

& children under 18 in Pakistan. 

The birth certificate is an 

important legal document, which 

is required on many occasions 

during a person’s life, e.g. 

enrolment in school, employment, 

marriage, issuance of identity 

documents and proof of 

nationality.  

• Mr. Okoth-Obbo reiterated 

UNHCR’s commitment to help 

mobilize additional political, 

financial and technical support for 

sustainable solutions for Afghan 

refugees. 

As evident from the taglines mentioned 

above, the CONTACT Schema is literally 

realised through explicit NP-VP combinations 

such as ‘the meeting was organised’, ‘UNHCR 

field team together with lawyers from partner 

organization SHARP met with the police 

authorities in Mardan’, ‘efforts of UNHCR to 

establish contacts with refugee elders’, etc. Apart 

from this, implicit linguistic NP-VP 

combinations (‘UNHCR supports Afghan 

refugees and host communities’, ‘Mr. Okoth-

Obbo reiterated UNHCR’s commitment to help 

mobilize additional political, financial and 

technical support for sustainable solutions for 

Afghan refugees’, etc) reflect the financial help 

given by UNHCR and SHARP. This reveals the 

help given by human rights organisations to 

resolve issues of securitisation, employment, 

temporary stay and other financial and political 

support needed to survive post migration trauma. 

Pena (2008) and Kovecses (1990; 2000) pointed 

out that CONTACT schema invokes forces of 

emotions. Therefore, in the case of the taglines 

metioned above, the socio-political ideology 

reason of representing and relating UNHCR’s 

various dimensions of support towards the second 

largest protracted refugee population, i.e., 

Afghan migrants, is to highlight the adversities 

and lack of basic living facilities for migrated 

population. The conceptualisation of CONTACT 

schema established while trying to resolve issues 

of security and law imposers’ mishandling, 

appeals to voice against the NAP policies that are 

replete with insensitive and insufficient laws for 

the Afghan migrants.  

Discussion and Conclusion 

This study pushed the field of migration 

discourse forward through comprehensive 

qualitative and quantitative analysis of the image 

schemas present in both visual and textual data 

sets and revealed the pro-migrant/refugee 

orientation in the date sets. The analysis sheds 

light on the efficacy of revealing the persuasive 

side of image schemas as both elusive and 

effective ideological tools.    

The results show the significant use of 

SPACE Schema. The photographs capturing 

Afghan refugees contained in mud houses, 

refugee slums and makeshift schools, etc. reflect 

their marginalised conditions and highlight the 

outsider status of the Afghan Migrants. 

Moreover, the SPACE Schema depict the fragile 

and wrecked situation in which Afghan refugees 

have been confined to and even though, these 

image schemas steer up ‘Migrants as 
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Colonisers/Settlers’ Metaphor, yet their place of 

accommodation depicts the incapability of the 

State to integrate the flow (Romana, 2019). 

SPACE Schema reflected the travel, arrival and 

settling routes taken by the Afghan refugees and 

as Jackendoff, (1990) Zlatev (1997, 2007) 

projects, elaborated the prototypical motion event 

that is the very migration movement and period. 

The role of image schemas in the discourse of 

refugee representation is thus crucial and 

significant as they “conform and impregnate” this 

discourse type (Romano, 2019, p. 54).  

References: 

Achugar, M. (2008). What we remember: The 

construction of memory in military discourse, 

DAPSAC Series. Amsterdam: Benjamins. 

Adler-Nissen, R., Andersen, K. E., & Hansen, L. 

(2020). Images, emotions, and international 

politics: the death of Alan Kurdi. Review of 

International Studies, 46(1), 75-95. 

Ager, A., & Strang, A. (2004). Indicators of 

integration. Home Office, Research, 

Development and Statistics Directorate. 

Ager, A., & Strang, A. (2008). Understanding 

integration: A conceptual framework. Journal of 

refugee studies, 21(2), 166-191. 

Ahmadzai, A. A. (2016, September 15). The 

Debate. Retrieved from The Diplomat: 

https://thediplomat.com/2016/09/how-refugees-

changed-the-afghan-pakistan-dynamic/ 

Akbar, A. (2015, November 18). Retrieved from 

Dawn News: 

https://www.dawn.com/news/1220288 

Allen, W., Anderson, B., van Hear, N., Sumption, 

M., Düvell, F., Hough, J. & Walker, S. (2018). 

Who counts in crises? The new geopolitics of 

international migration and refugee governance. 

Geopolitics, 23(1), 217-243 and R. Jones (eds.), 

Advances in discourse analysis, 195–210. 

London: Routledge. 

Amnesty International. (2019). Afghanistan’s 

Refugees: Forty Years of Dispossession. 

Alonso, I., Molina, S., & Requejo, M. D. P. 

(2013). Multimodal digital storytelling: 

Integrating information, emotion and social 

cognition. Review of Cognitive Linguistics. 

Published under the auspices of the Spanish 

Cognitive Linguistics Association, 11(2), 369-

387. 

Arcimaviciene, L., & Baglama, S. H. (2018). 

Migration, metaphor and myth in media 

representations: The ideological dichotomy of 

“them” and “us”. Sage Open, 8(2), 

2158244018768657. 

Attride-Stirling, J. (2001). Thematic networks: an 

analytic tool for qualitative research. Qualitative 

research, 1(3), 385-405. 

Austin, J. L. (1962). How to do things with 

words. Cambridge, MA: Harvard University 

Press. 

Ayres, L. (2008). Semi-structured interview. The 

SAGE encyclopedia of qualitative research 

methods, 1, 810-811. 

Bartlett, T. (2018). Rethinking (Context of) 

Culture in Systemic Functional Linguistics 1. In 

Perspectives from Systemic Functional 

Linguistics (pp. 26-46). Routledge. 

Batool, S. (2019). Media representations and 

refugees crises: Framing of Afghan refugees in 

mainstream print media of Pakistan. Pakistan 

Social Sciences Review, 3(I), 461-473. 

Becker, M. (2014). The discourse about legal 

protection for environmental refugees: Re-‐

constructing categories–rethinking policies. 

Denaturalizing Climate Change: Migration, 

Mobilities and Space, 77. 



1938  Journal of Positive School Psychology  

 

Braun, V., & Clarke, V. (2006). Using thematic 

analysis in psychology. Qualitative research in 

psychology, 3(2), 77-101. 

Bujak, A. (2014). Conditionals in political texts: 

A corpus-based study (Doctoral dissertation, 

Josip Juraj Strossmayer University of Osijek. 

Faculty of Humanities and Social Sciences.). 

Burgin, V. (1982). Looking at photographs. 

Thinking photography, 1(2), 142-153. 

Butler, C. S. (2013). Systemic functional 

linguistics, cognitive linguistics and 

psycholinguistics: Opportunities for dialogue. 

Functions of Language, 20(2), 185-218. 

Butler, C. S., & Taverniers, M. (2008). Layering 

in structural-functional grammars. 

Bybee J. From Usage to Grammar: The Mind’s 

Response to Repetition. Language 2006, 8:711–

733. 

Cabañes, J. V. A. (2017). Migrant narratives as 

photo stories: on the properties of photography 

and the mediation of migrant voices. Visual 

Studies, 32(1), 33-46. 

Cap, P. (2013) a. Legitimisation in Political 

Discourse: A Cross-Disciplinary Perspective on 

the Modern US War Rhetoric Second Edition. 

Cambridge scholars publishing. 

Cap, P. (2013) b. Proximization: The pragmatics 

of symbolic distance crossing (Vol. 232). John 

Benjamins Publishing. 

Cap, P. (2014). Applying cognitive pragmatics to 

Critical Discourse Studies: A proximization 

analysis of three public space discourses. Journal 

of Pragmatics, 70, 16-30. 

Cap, P. (2015). Crossing symbolic distances in 

political discourse space: Evaluative rhetoric 

within the framework of proximization. Critical 

Discourse Studies, 12(3), 313-329. 

Cap, P. (2016). The language of fear: 

Communicating threat in public discourse. 

Springer. 

Cap, P. (2017). Studying ideological worldviews 

in political discourse space: Critical-cognitive 

advances in the analysis of conflict and coercion. 

Journal of Pragmatics, 108, 17-27. 

Cap, P. (2018) a. From ‘cultural unbelonging’to 

‘terrorist risk’: communicating threat in the 

Polish anti-immigration discourse. Critical 

Discourse Studies, 15(3), 285-302. 

Cap, P. (2018) b. ‘We don’t want any immigrants 

or terrorists here’: The linguistic manufacturing 

of xenophobia in the post-2015 Poland. 

Discourse & Society, 29(4), 380-398. 

Caple, H. (2013). Photojournalism: A social 

semiotic approach. Springer. 

Carling, J. (2015). Refugees are also migrants. 

All migrants matter. Border Criminologies Blog, 

9. 

Cervel, M. S. P. (1998). The prepositions in and 

out and the trajector-landmark distinction. 

Revista española de lingüística aplicada, (13), 

261-272. 

Cervel, M. S. P. (1999). Subsidiarity 

relationships between image-schemas: an 

approach to the force schema. Journal of English 

Studies, (1), 187-208. 

Cheng, M. (2002). The Standoff—what is 

unsaid? A pragmatic analysis of the conditional 

markerif'. Discourse & Society, 13(3), 309-317.  

Chesney, M. (1998). Dilemmas of interviewing 

women who have given birth in Pakistan. Nurse 

Researcher (through 2013), 5(4), 57. 

Chiapello, E. and Fairclough, N. (2002). 

Understanding the new management ideology: A 

transdisciplinary contribution from critical 

discourse analysis and new sociology of 

capitalism. Discourse & Society 13(2): 185–208. 



Dr. Sara Khan 1939 

 

Chouliaraki, L., & Stolic, T. (2017). Rethinking 

media responsibility in the refugee ‘crisis’: a 

visual typology of European news. Media, 

Culture & Society, 0163443717726163. 

Cisneros, J. D. (2008). Contaminated 

communities: The metaphor of" immigrant as 

pollutant" in media representations of 

immigration. Rhetoric and Public Affairs, 569-

601. 

Clark, M. C., & Sharf, B. F. (2007). The dark side 

of truth (s) ethical dilemmas in researching the 

personal. Qualitative Inquiry, 13(3), 399-416. 

Clarke, G. (1997). The photograph (Vol. 1). 

Oxford History of Art. 

Clausner, T. C., & Croft, W. (1999). Domains and 

image schemas. 

Coëgnarts, M., & Kravanja, P. (2012). Embodied 

visual meaning: Image schemas in film. 

Projections, 6(2), 84-101. 

Cohn, N. (2007). A visual lexicon. Public Journal 

of Semiotics, 1(1), 35-56. 

Cohn, N. (2010). Extra! Extra! Semantics in 

comics!: The conceptual structure of Chicago 

Tribune advertisements. Journal of Pragmatics, 

42(11), 3138-3146. 

Cohn, N. (2012). Comics, linguistics, and visual 

language: The past and future of a field. 

In Linguistics and the Study of Comics (pp. 92-

118). Palgrave Macmillan, London. 

Cohn, N., & Paczynski, M. (2013). Prediction, 

events, and the advantage of Agents: The 

processing of semantic roles in visual 

narrative. Cognitive Psychology, 67(3), 73-97. 

Cohn, N., Jackendoff, R., Holcomb, P. J., & 

Kuperberg, G. R. (2014). The grammar of visual 

narrative: Neural evidence for constituent 

structure in sequential image 

comprehension. Neuropsychologia, 64, 63-70. 

Cohn, N. (2016). The visual narrative reader. 

Colombo, M. (2018). The representation of the 

“European refugee crisis” in Italy: Domopolitics, 

securitization, and humanitarian communication 

in political and media discourses. Journal of 

immigrant & refugee studies, 16(1-2), 161-178. 

Cook, G. (2001). The discourse of advertising. 

Psychology Press. 

Croft, W., & Cruse, D. A. (2004). Cognitive 

linguistics. Cambridge University Press. 

Cunningham-Parmeter, K. (2011). Alien 

language: Immigration metaphors and the 

jurisprudence of otherness. Immigr. & Nat'lity L. 

Rev., 32, 613. 

Curtin, B. Semiotics and Visual Representation. 

International Program in Design and 

Architecture< http://www. arch. chula. ac. 

th/journal/files/article/lJjpgMx2iiSun103202. 

pdf>(accessed 2 August 2016). 

Davidse, K. (1992). A semiotic approach to 

relational clauses. Occasional papers in systemic 

linguistics, 6(6), 99-131. 

Delouis, A. F. (2014). When history becomes a 

metaphor for the present and the future: recent 

far-right discourse about immigration in the UK. 

Lexis. Journal in English Lexicology, (8). 

Dı´ez, Olga Isabel (2002). Some notes on the 

nature of the SURFACE image-schema. 

University of La Rioja. Unpublished draft 

Dimitriadi, A. (2018). Migration, Diasporas and 

Citizenship: Irregular Afghan Migration to 

Europe. Cham, Switzerland: Palgrave 

Macmillan. 

Drüeke, R., Klaus, E., & Moser, A. (2021). 

Spaces of identity in the context of media images 

and artistic representations of refugees and 

migration in Austria. European Journal of 

Cultural Studies, 24(1), 160-183. 



1940  Journal of Positive School Psychology  

 

 

Efe, İ. (2019). A corpus-driven analysis of 

representations of Syrian asylum seekers in the 

Turkish press 2011–2016. Discourse & 

Communication, 13(1), 48-67. 

Epstein, G. S., & Gang, I. N. (2010). Chapter 1 

Migration and Culture. In Migration and culture 

(pp. 1-21). Emerald Group Publishing Limited. 

Evans, J., & Hall, S. (Eds.). (1999). Visual 

culture: The reader. Sage. 

Fairclough, N. (1989). Language and power. New 

York: Longman. 

Fairclough, N. (1992). Discourse and social 

change. Cambridge: Polity. 

Fairclough, N. (1995). Critical discourse 

analysis. The critical study of language. London: 

Longman 

Fauconnier G, Turner M. (2002). The Way We 

Think: Conceptual Blending and the Mind’s 

Hidden Complexities. New York: Basic books. 

Fauconnier G. (1985/1994). Mental Spaces. 

Cambridge: Cambridge University Press.  

Fauconnier G. (1997). Mappings in Thought and 

Language. Cambridge: Cambridge University 

Press; 1997. 

Feng, D., & O’Halloran, K. L. (2012). 

Representing emotive meaning in visual images: 

A social semiotic approach. Journal of 

Pragmatics, 44(14), 2067-2084. 

Fillmore C. (1975). An alternative to checklist 

theories of meaning. Proceedings of the Berkeley 

Linguistics Society, 1:123–131. 

Fillmore, C. (1977). Scenes and frame semantics' 

in Zampolli. Semantics in Linguistics Structures 

Processing North-Holland. Nctheriands, 81. 

Flowerdew, J. (2008). Critical discourse analysis 

and strategies of resistance. In Advances in 

discourse studies (pp. 205-220). Routledge.  

Flowerdew, J. (2013). Discourse in English 

language education. London: Routledge. 

Forceville, C., & Jeulink, M. (2011). The flesh 

and blood of embodied understanding: The 

source-path-goal schema in animation film. 

Pragmatics & Cognition, 19(1), 37-59. 

Foucault, M. (1982). The subject and power. In 

H. Dreyfus and P. Rabinow (eds.), Michel 

Foucault: Beyond structuralism and 

hermeneutics. Chicago: University of Chicago 

Press. 

Gibbs Jr, R. W., & Colston, H. L. (1995). The 

cognitive psychological reality of image schemas 

and their transformations. 

Goffman, E. (1974). Frame analysis: An essay on 

the organization of experience. Harvard 

University Press. 

Goffman, E. (1981). Forms of talk. University of 

Pennsylvania Press. 

Górska, E. (2017). Text-image relations in 

cartoons. A case study of image schematic 

metaphors. Studia Linguistica Universitatis 

Iagellonicae Cracoviensis, 134(3), 219-228. 

Gramsci, A. (1971). Selections from the prison 

notebooks. Q. Hoare and G. N. Smith (trans.). 

London: Lawrence and Wishart. 

Grare, F., & Maley, W. (2011). The Afghan 

Refugees in Pakistan. Middle East Institute. 

Refugees Cooperation.–2011.–10 p.–Режим 

доступу: http://www. refugeecooperation. 

org/publications/afghanistan/pdf/09 _grare. pdf. 

Greussing, E., & Boomgaarden, H. G. (2017). 

Shifting the refugee narrative? An automated 

frame analysis of Europe’s 2015 refugee crisis. 

Journal of Ethnic and Migration Studies, 43(11), 

1749-1774. 



Dr. Sara Khan 1941 

 

Hagelund, A. (2020). After the refugee crisis: 

public discourse and policy change in Denmark, 

Norway and Sweden. Comparative Migration 

Studies, 8(1), 1-17. 

Hampe, B. (2005). When down is not bad, and up 

not good enough: A usage-based assessment of 

the plus–minus parameter in image-schema 

theory. 

Hart and P. Cap (eds), (2014). Contemporary 

Critical Discourse Studies. London: Bloomsbury. 

pp. 167-188. 

Hart, C. (2008). Critical discourse analysis and 

metaphor: Toward a theoretical framework. 

Critical discourse studies, 5(2), 91-106. 

Hart, C. (2010). Critical discourse analysis and 

cognitive science: New perspectives on 

immigration discourse. Springer. 

Hart, C. (2011). Force-interactive patterns in 

immigration discourse: A Cognitive Linguistic 

approach to CDA. Discourse & Society, 22(3), 

269-286. 

Hart, C. (2011). Moving beyond metaphor in the 

cognitive linguistic approach to CDA. Critical 

discourse studies in context and cognition, 43, 

171-192. 

Hart, C. (2013). Event-construal in press reports 

of violence in two recent political protests: A 

cognitive linguistic approach to CDA. Journal of 

Language and Politics, 12(3), 400-423. 

Hart, C. (2014). Constructing contexts through 

grammar: Cognitive models and 

conceptualisation in British newspaper reports of 

political protests. Discourse in Context: 

Contemporary Applied Linguistics, 3. 

Hart, C. (2015). Viewpoint in linguistic 

discourse: Space and evaluation in news reports 

of political protests. Critical Discourse Studies, 

12(3), 238-260. 

Hart, C. (2016). The visual basis of linguistic 

meaning and its implications for critical discourse 

studies: Integrating cognitive linguistic and 

multimodal methods. Discourse & Society, 27(3), 

335-350. 

Hart, C. (2017). Metaphor and intertextuality in 

media framings of the (1984–1985) British 

miners’ strike: A multimodal analysis. Discourse 

& Communication, 11(1), 3-30. 

Hart, C. (2018). ‘Riots engulfed the city’: An 

experimental study investigating the legitimating 

effects of fire metaphors in discourses of 

disorder. Discourse & Society, 29(3), 279-298. 

Hart, C. (2020). Animals vs. armies: Resistance 

to extreme metaphors in anti-immigration 

discourse. Journal of Language and Politics. 

Hart, C., & Queralto, J. M. (2021). What can 

cognitive linguistics tell us about language-image 

relations? A multidimensional approach to 

intersemiotic convergence in multimodal texts. 

Cognitive Linguistics, 32(4), 529-562. 

Hart, Christopher. "Metaphor and intertextuality 

in media framings of the (1984–1985) British 

miners’ strike: A multimodal analysis." 

Discourse & Communication 11, no. 1 (2017): 3-

30. 

Heidenreich, T., Lind, F., Eberl, J. M., & 

Boomgaarden, H. G. (2019). Media framing 

dynamics of the ‘European refugee crisis’: A 

comparative topic modelling approach. Journal of 

Refugee Studies, 32(Special_Issue_1), i172-

i182. 

Heyvaert, L. (2003). Nominalization as 

grammatical metaphor. Grammatical metaphor: 

Views from systemic functional linguistics, 65-

101. 

Hodge, R. and Kress, G. (1993). Language as 

Ideology, 2nd edn. London: Routledge. 



1942  Journal of Positive School Psychology  

 

Holzberg, B., Kolbe, K., & Zaborowski, R. 

(2018). Figures of crisis: The delineation of (un) 

deserving refugees in the German media. 

Sociology, 52(3), 534-550. 

Ibrahim, M. (2005). The securitisation of 

migration: A racial discourse1. International 

migration, 43(5), 163-187. 

Ijaz, S. (2015, November 18). Retrieved from 

The Express Tribune: 

https://www.hrw.org/news/2015/11/19/pakistans

-scapegoating-afghans 

Jensen, K. E. (2011). Construal operations of the 

English progressive construction. International 

Journal of Cognitive Linguistics, 1(2), 117-141. 

Jensen, K. E. (2014). The semantics-pragmatics 

interplay in a partonomic construction: 

Construals, lexical relations, pragmatic points 

and ‘the construction itself’. Rask, 41, 3-38. 

Joffe, H., & Yardley, L. (2004). Content and 

thematic analysis. Research methods for clinical 

and health psychology, 56, 68. 

Johnson, L. (2017). Paper Family Photography: 

Photography and the State in the Era of Chinese 

Exclusion (1882–1943). Photography and 

Culture, 10(2), 105-119. 

Johnson, M. (2013). The body in the mind: The 

bodily basis of meaning, imagination, and reason. 

University of Chicago Press. 

Johnson, Mark. (1987). The body in the mind: 

The bodily basis of meaning, imagination, and 

reason. Chicago: University of Chicago Press. 

Khan, D. A. (2011, January 10). Asia Pacific. 

Retrieved from UNHCR- The UN Refugee 

Agency: 

https://www.unhcr.org/news/latest/2011/1/4d2b1

dd96/unhcr-looks-economic-contribution-

afghan-refugees-pakistan.html 

Kilchling, M. (2016). Migrants as victims-

Victimological perspectives of human smuggling 

and human trafficking. Freedom from Fear, 

2016(12), 13-19. 

Kolind, T. (2008). Post-war identification: 

everyday Muslim counterdiscourse in Bosnia 

Herzegovina (Doctoral dissertation, Aarhus 

Univ. Press). 

Kövecses, Z. (1990). Emotion concepts. Springer 

Science & Business Media. 

Kövecses, Z. (2000). Metaphor and emotion: 

Language, culture, and body in human feeling. 

Cambridge University Press. 

Kövecses, Z. (2005). Metaphor in culture: 

Universality and variation. Cambridge University 

Press. 

Koven, S. G., & Götzke, F. (2010). Theoretical 

Perspectives: Economics, Culture, Politics. In 

American Immigration Policy (pp. 19-33). 

Springer New York. 

Kress, G. (1989). Linguistic processes in 

sociocultural practice, 2nd edn. Oxford: Oxford 

University Press. 

Kress, G., & van Leeuwen, T. (2007). Reading 

images: The grammar of visual design. 

Routledge. 

Krzeszowski, T. P. (1993). The axiological 

parameter in preconceptual image schemata, 

Preconceptual image schemata. U knj. Geiger-

Rudzka-Ostyn. 

Kumin, J. (2014). The challenge of mixed 

migration by sea. Forced Migration Review, (45), 

49. 

Laffut, A., & Davidse, K. (2000). Verb meaning 

and construction sets: The case of caused NP-

PrepP relations. In LACUS forum. 26: The 

lexicon/Ed. by Alan K. Melby and Arle L. 

Lommel.-Fullerton (Ill.): LACUS (Vol. 26, pp. 

293-304). LINGUISTIC ASSOCIATION 

CANADA & UNITED STATES. 



Dr. Sara Khan 1943 

 

 Lakoff G, Thompson H. (1975). Introduction to 

cognitive grammar. Proceedings of the Berkeley 

Linguistics Society, 1:295–313. 

Lakoff G. (1977). Linguistic gestalts. 

Proceedings of the Chicago Linguistics Society, 

13:236–287. 

Lakoff G. (1990). The invariance hypothesis: Is 

abstract reason based on image-schemas? Cognit 

Ling, 1:39–74. 

Lakoff, G. (1987). Women, fire, and dangerous 

things: What categories reveal about the mind. 

University of Chicago press. 

Lakoff, G., & Turner, M. (2009). More than cool 

reason: A field guide to poetic metaphor. 

University of Chicago press. 

 Langacker RW. (1978). The form and meaning 

of the English auxiliary. Language, 54:853–882. 

Langacker, R. W. (1987). Foundations of 

cognitive grammar: Theoretical prerequisites 

(Vol. 1). Stanford university press. 

Lemmens, M. (1997). The Transitive-Ergative 

Interplay and the Conception of the World: A 

Case Study. In Lexical and Syntactical 

Constructions and the Construction of Meaning, 

ed. by Marjolijn Verspoor, Kee Dong Lee and 

Eve Sweetser, 363-82. 

Lenette, C. (2016). Writing with light: An 

iconographic-iconologic approach to refugee 

photography. In Forum Qualitative 

Sozialforschung/Forum: Qualitative Social 

Research (Vol. 17, No. 2). 

Lenette, C., & Miskovic, N. (2016). ‘Some 

viewers may find the following images 

disturbing’: Visual representations of refugee 

deaths at border crossings. Crime, Media, 

Culture, 1741659016672716. 

Levin, B. (1993). The contribution of linguistics 

(pp. 76-98). Cambridge, UK: Cambridge 

University Press. 

Limbu, B. (2009). Illegible humanity: The 

refugee, human rights, and the question of 

representation. Journal of Refugee Studies, 22(3), 

257-282. 

LINDEKENS, R. (1976). Eléments de 

sémiotique visuelle, Paris: Klincksieck. 

Lindman, G. (2017). Integration of quota 

refugees in Åland. 

Macgilchrist, F. (2007). Positive discourse 

analysis: Contesting dominant discourses by 

reframing the issues. Critical Approaches to 

Discourse Analysis Across Disciplines, 1(1), 74-

94. 

Madokoro, L. (2015). Transactions and 

Trajectories: The Social Life of Chinese Migrant 

Photographs. Photography and Culture, 8(3), 

325-344. 

Malone, B. (2015). Why Al Jazeera will not say 

Mediterranean ‘migrants’. Al Jazeera, 20. 

Mandler, J. M. (2007). On the origins of the 

conceptual system. American Psychologist, 

62(8), 741. 

Mannik, L. (2012). Public and private 

photographs of refugees: the problem of 

representation. Visual Studies, 27(3), 262-276. 

Martikainen, J., & Sakki, I. (2021). Visual (de) 

humanization: construction of Otherness in 

newspaper photographs of the refugee 

crisis. Ethnic and Racial Studies, 44(16), 236-

266. 

Massari, A. (2021). The (In) Visibility of 

Migrants. In Visual Securitization (pp. 167-192). 

Springer, Cham. 

Matthiessen, C. M. (2007). The'architecture'of 

language according to systemic functional 

theory: Developments since the 1970s. 

Maxwell, J. A. (1995). Diversity and 

methodology in a changing world. In Fourth 



1944  Journal of Positive School Psychology  

 

Puerto Rican Congress of Research in Education, 

San Juan, Puerto Rico. 

Maxwell, J. A. (1996). Qualitative research 

design: An interactive approach. Sage 

publications. 

Maxwell, J. A. (2012). Qualitative research 

design: An interactive approach. Sage 

publications. 

McAllister, K. E. (2015). Transnational spaces of 

exclusion in Glasgow: multi-story, photography 

and spatial practices. Visual Studies, 30(3), 244-

263. 

McLeod, J. (2011). Qualitative research in 

counselling and psychotherapy. Sage. 

Minski, M. (1974). A framework for representing 

knowledge. Cambridge, MA: MIT 

Mohmand, R. S. (2016, July 17). Retrieved from 

www.tribune.com.pk: 

https://tribune.com.pk/story/1143723/afghan-

refugees-suffering-no-fault 

Montagut, M., & Moragas-Fernández, C. M. 

(2020). The European Refugee Crisis Discourse 

in the Spanish Press: Mapping Humanization and 

Dehumanization Frames Through Metaphors. 

International Journal of Communication, 14, 23. 

O’Donnell, M. (2008). UAM Corpus Tool [on 

line]. 

O’Halloran, K. (2007). Mathematical and 

scientific forms of knowledge: A systemic 

functional multimodal grammatical approach. 

Language, Knowledge and pedagogy: functional 

linguistic and sociological perspective, 205-236. 

Onursoy, S. (2015). A semiotic analysis of an 

activist image in social media. Online J. Art Des, 

3(2). 

Onwuegbuzie, A. J., & Leech, N. L. (2007). 

Sampling designs in qualitative research: Making 

the sampling process more public. Qualitative 

Report, 12(2), 238-254. 

Osswald, R., & van Valin, R. D. (2014). 

FrameNet, frame structure, and the syntax-

semantics interface. In Frames and concept types 

(pp. 125-156). Springer, Cham. 

O'toole, M. (1994). The language of displayed 

art. Fairleigh Dickinson Univ Press. 

Parker, S. (2015). Unwanted invaders’: The 

representation of refugees and asylum seekers in 

the UK and Australian print media, Issue 23: 

Myth and Nation. 

Peña, M. S. (2008). Dependency systems for 

image-schematic patterns in a usage-based 

approach to language. Journal of pragmatics, 

40(6), 1041-1066. 

Price, G. (1997). Tense, Aspect and Action: 

Empirical and Theoretical Contributions to 

Language Typology. The Modern Language 

Review, 92(2), 404-406. 

Poulsen, S. V. (2019). Multimodal meaning as a 

blend? Critical discussion of integrating 

cognitive and social semiotic theories. RASK–

International journal of language and 

communication, 50, 141-161. 

Ramasubramanian, S., & Miles, C. (2018). 

Framing the Syrian refugee crisis: A comparative 

analysis of Arabic and English news sources. 

International Journal of Communication, 12, 19. 

Ramay, S. (2016). National Action Plan: 

Implementation Gaps & Successes. Sdpi.org. 

Retrieved 15 November 2017, from 

https://sdpi.org/publications/files/National-

Action-Plan-Implementation-Gaps-and-

Successes.pdf 

Richards, H. M., & Schwartz, L. J. (2002). Ethics 

of qualitative research: are there special issues for 

health services research?. Family practice, 19(2), 

135-139. 

https://sdpi.org/publications/files/National-Action-Plan-Implementation-Gaps-and-Successes.pdf
https://sdpi.org/publications/files/National-Action-Plan-Implementation-Gaps-and-Successes.pdf
https://sdpi.org/publications/files/National-Action-Plan-Implementation-Gaps-and-Successes.pdf


Dr. Sara Khan 1945 

 

Richardson, D. C., Spivey, M. J., Edelman, S., & 

Naples, A. J. (2001). " Language is spatial": 

Experimental evidence for image schemas of 

concrete and abstract verbs. In Proceedings of the 

Annual Meeting of the Cognitive Science Society 

(Vol. 23, No. 23). 

Richardson, J. E. (2007). Analysing newspapers: 

An approach from critical discourse analysis. 

Houndmills: Palgrave Macmillan. 

Riessman, C. K. (1993). Narrative analysis (Vol. 

30). Sage.6 

Robertson, Z., Gifford, S., McMichael, C., & 

Correa-Velez, I. (2016). Through their eyes: 

seeing experiences of settlement in photographs 

taken by refugee background youth in 

Melbourne, Australia. Visual Studies, 31(1), 34-

49. 

Rodriguez, M. A., & Egenhofer, M. J. (1997, 

October). Image-schemata-based spatial 

inferences: The container-surface algebra. In 

International Conference on Spatial Information 

Theory (pp. 35-52). Springer, Berlin, Heidelberg. 

Rodrıguez, M. A., & Egenhofer, M. J. (1998). 

Spatial relations based on image schemata: a case 

study approach. Document available at: 

http://www. spatial. Maine. 

edu/ucgis/testproc/rodriguez/andreaR. html. 

Sadiq, A. (2022). ‘School is light and we are 

blind’: Afghan refugee parents’/guardians’ 

beliefs about literacy and language (s). Journal of 

Early Childhood Literacy, 14687984221113172. 

Sankoff, G. (1971). Quantitative Analysis of 

Variability and Sharing in a Cognitive Model. 

Ethnology, 10, 389-408. 

Santibáñez, F. (2002). The object image-schema 

and other dependent schemas. Atlantis, 183-201. 

Sanz, M. J. P. (Ed.). (2015). Multimodality and 

cognitive linguistics (Vol. 78). John Benjamins 

Publishing Company. 

Sartre, J. P., & Becker, G. J. (1965). Anti-semite 

and Jew. New York, 97, 102. 

Schiffrin, D., Tannen, D., & Hamilton, H. E. 

(Eds.). (2008). The handbook of discourse 

analysis. John Wiley & Sons. 

Sert, D. Ş., & Danış, D. (2021). Framing Syrians 

in Turkey: State control and no crisis discourse. 

International Migration, 59(1), 197-214. 

Sharma, P., & Gupta, P. (2015). Semiotic 

analysis of Indian television advertisements and 

its impact on consumers: an exploratory study. 

ESSACHESS–Journal for Communication 

Studies, 8(1 (15)), 71-90. 

Sifaki, E., & Papadopoulou, M. (2015). 

Advertising modern art: a semiotic analysis of 

posters used to communicate about the Turner 

Prize award. Visual Communication, 14(4), 457-

484. 

Stahl, N. A., & King, J. R. (2020). Expanding 

approaches for research: Understanding and 

using trustworthiness in qualitative 

research. Journal of Developmental 

Education, 44(1), 26-28. 

Stoian, C. E. (2015). Analysing Images: A Social 

Semiotic Perspective. Scientific Bulletin of the 

Politehnica University of Timisoara. 

Transactions on Modern Languages/Buletinul 

Stiintific al Universitatii Politehnica din 

Timisoara. Seria Limbi Moderne, 14(1). 

Szörényi, A. (2006). The images speak for 

themselves? Reading refugee coffee‐table books. 

Visual studies, 21(01), 24-41. 

Talmy L. (1975). Syntax and Semantics 4. New 

York: Academic Press, 181–238. 

 Talmy L. (1978). Figure and Ground in Complex 

Sentences. Universals of Human Language, vol 

4. Stanford: Stanford University Press, 221–242. 



1946  Journal of Positive School Psychology  

 

Talmy, L. (2000). Figure and Ground in 

Language, in: Towards Cognitive Semantics, 

Vol. 1. Cambridge, Mass.: The MIT Press.  

Talmy, L. (2006). The fundamental system of 

spatial schemas in language. From perception to 

meaning: Image schemas in cognitive linguistics, 

29, 199-234. Gruyter, 37-47.  

Talmy, L. (forthcoming). The Attention System 

of Language. 

Talmy, L. (not dated). Relating Language to 

Other Cognitive Systems. Online at http://wings. 

buffalo.edu/linguistics//people/faculty/talmy/tal

myweb/handouts/relating4.pdf (accessed 10 May 

2011)  

Taverniers, M. (2002). Systemic-functional 

linguistics and the notion of grammatical 

metaphor: A theoretical study and a proposal for 

a semiotic-functional integrative model (Doctoral 

dissertation, Ghent University). 

Taverniers, M. (2004). Grammatical metaphors 

in English. Moderna Sprak, 98(1), 17-26. 

Taverniers, M. (2005, February). A semiotic-

functional perspective on subjectivity. In 

FITIGRA Conference: From Ideational to 

Interpersonal: Perspectives from 

Grammaticalization, Catholic University of 

Leuven (pp. 10-12). 

Taylor, A. (2015, August 2015). Is it Time to 

Ditch the Word ‘Migrant’. Retrieved from 

Washington Post: 

https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/worldvie

ws/wp/2015/08/24/is-it-time-to-ditch-the-word-

migrant/?noredirect=on&utm_term=.a83c775c5

e9c/ 

Tomasello M. (2003). Constructing a Language: 

A Usage-Based Theory of Language Acquisition. 

Cambridge: Harvard University Press. 

 Tomasello M. (2008). Origins of Human 

Communication. Cambridge: MIT Press. 

Townsend, L., & Wallace, C. (2016). Social 

media research: A guide to ethics. University of 

Aberdeen, 1, 16. 

Townsend, L., & Wallace, C. (2017). The ethics 

of using social media data in research: A new 

framework. In The ethics of online research. 

Emerald Publishing Limited. 

Tseng, M. Y. (2007). Exploring image schemas 

as a critical concept: Toward a critical-cognitive 

linguistic account of image-schematic 

interactions. 

Usman, M. (2020). Afghan Diaspora in Pakistan: 

Health and Education Policy Recommendations 

for Rural and Urban Areas. 

van Dijk, T. A. (1988). News analysis. Case 

Studies of International and National News in the 

Press. New Jersey: Lawrence. 

van Dijk, T. A. (1993). Principles of critical 

discourse analysis. Discourse & Society, 4(2): 

249–283. 

van Dijk, T. A. (1996). Discourse, racism and 

ideology. La Laguna. 

van Dijk, T. A. (1998). Ideology: A 

multidisciplinary approach. London: Sage. 

van Dijk, T. A. (2001). Critical discourse 

analysis. In D. Tannen, D. Schiffrin and H. 

Hamilton (eds.), Handbook of discourse analysis, 

352–371. Oxford: Blackwell. 

van Dijk, T. A. (2008). Discourse and power. 

London: Palgrave Macmillan. 

van Dijk, T. A. (2009). Critical discourse studies: 

A sociocognitive approach. In R. Wodak and M. 

Michael (eds.), Methods of critical discourse 

analysis, 2nd edn, 62–86. London: Sage. 

van Gorp, B. (2005). Where is the frame? Victims 

and intruders in the Belgian press coverage of the 

asylum issue. European journal of 

communication, 20(4), 484-507. 



Dr. Sara Khan 1947 

 

van Hootegem, A., Meuleman, B., & Abts, K. 

(2020). Attitudes toward asylum policy in a 

divided Europe: Diverging contexts, diverging 

attitudes?. Frontiers in Sociology, 5, 35. 

van Leeuwen, T. (2008). Discourse and practice: 

New tools for CDA. Oxford: Oxford University 

Press. 

Wang, Y. (2019). Proximization Theory and the 

Construction of International Values: A Case 

Study of President Xi Jinping's Speech at the 70th 

Session of the UN General Assembly. Journal of 

Language Teaching and Research, 10(6), 1332-

1340. 

Waugh, P., & Rice, P. (Eds.). (2016). Modern 

literary theory: A reader. Bloomsbury Publishing. 

Wells, L. (2003). The photography reader. 

Werth, P. (1999). Text worlds: Representing 

conceptual space in discourse. Longman. 

Williams, P., & Chrisman, L. (Eds.). (1994). 

Colonial discourse and post-colonial theory: A 

reader. Columbia University Press. 

Wittgenstein, L. (1965). Philosophical 

investigations. New York: The Macmillan 

Company. 

Wodak, R. (2014a) Critical discourse analysis. In 

C. Leung and B. V. Street (eds.), The Routledge 

companion to English studies, 302–316. London 

and New York: Routledge. 

Wodak, R. (2014b) Discourse and politics. In J. 

Flowerdew (ed.), Discourse in context, 321–346. 

London: Bloomsbury. 

Wodak, R. and Meyer, M. (2016b). Methods of 

critical discourse analysis: history, agenda, 

theory and methodology. In R. Wodak and M. 

Meyer (eds.), Methods of critical discourse 

analysis, 3rd edn, 1–33. London: Sage. 

Wodak, R. and Meyer, M. (eds.) (2016a). 

Methods of critical discourse analysis. London: 

Sage. 

Wodak, R., de Cillia, R., Reisigl, M. and 

Liebhart, K. (1999/2009). The discursive 

construction of national identity, 1st and 2nd edn. 

Edinburgh: Edinburgh University Press. 

Wong, M. L. Y. (2017). Analysing aggression of 

social actors in political protests: combining 

corpus and cognitive approaches to discourse 

analysis. Journal of aggression, conflict and 

peace research. 

Wong, M. L. (2018). Analysing visual imagery: 

Connecting semiotic and cognitive 

perspectives. Cognitive Semantics, 4(1), 39-75. 

Wotton, K., Borbasi, S., & Redden, M. (2005). 

When all else has failed: Nurses' perception of 

factors influencing palliative care for patients 

with end-stage heart failure. Journal of 

Cardiovascular Nursing, 20(1), 18-25. 

Yang, Y. (2016). A social semiotic approach to 

multimodal discourse of the badge of Xi’an 

Jiaotong University. Theory and Practice in 

Language Studies, 6(8), 1596-1601. 

Yantseva, V. (2020). Migration discourse in 

Sweden: frames and sentiments in mainstream 

and social media. Social Media+ Society, 6(4), 

2056305120981059. 

Zaidi, H. B. (2015, November 18). Retrieved 

from Dawn News: 

https://www.dawn.com/news/1220388 

Zheni, T. (2019). Cognitive Frames in Media 

Discourse: 'The Guardian' Coverage of the Syrian 

Refugee Crisis in Europe (2015-2019). 

Zhu, Y. (2007). Theory and methodology of 

multimodal discourse analysis. Foreign 

Language Research, 5, 82-86. 

Zubair, M., Khan, M. A., & Shah, M. (2019). 

Analysis of Pakistan’s Policy Towards Afghan 



1948  Journal of Positive School Psychology  

 

Refugees: A Legal Perspective. Global Political 

Review, 4(3), 28-38. 

 

 

 

 


