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Abstract: 

Islam and Science have a long and complex relationship, with both fields influencing each other in different 

ways. While there are many areas of overlap and compatibility, there are also several grey areas where 

tensions and disagreements exist. The relationship between the Quran and Science has been a topic of much 

discussion and debate over the years. While some argue that the Quran contains scientific knowledge that 

was only discovered by modern science, others believe that the Quran should be interpreted metaphorically 

and not as a scientific text. This analytical study aims to identify and analyze the grey areas that exist in the 

relationship between the Quran and Science through a review of relevant literature and analysis of Quranic 

verses. The study found that while there are areas of overlap and compatibility, there are also several grey 

areas where tensions and disagreements exist, particularly in the interpretation of Quranic verses related to 

science. There are also several areas of tension such as the role of women in scientific pursuits, and the 

relationship between Islam and modern scientific theories. The study concludes that there is a need for a 

deeper understanding and dialogue between the two fields to address these grey areas and promote a more 

harmonious relationship between Islam and Science.  

The study concludes that there is a need for a more nuanced and contextual understanding of these verses 

to promote a harmonious relationship between the Quran and Science. 
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Introduction: 

The Quran is the holy scripture of Islam, 

containing guidance and teachings for Muslims. 

Over the years, there has been a growing interest 

in the relationship between the Quran and 

Science, with some arguing that the Quran 

contains scientific knowledge that was only 

discovered by modern science. However, others 

believe that the Quran should be interpreted 

metaphorically and not as a scientific text. 

(Abdalla, M. Y., & Almalki, M. J., 2017) This 

analytical study aims to identify and analyze the 

grey areas that exist in the relationship between 

the Quran and Science. 
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Background: 

Islam has a rich history of scientific inquiry, with 

many Muslim scholars making significant 

contributions to various fields such as 

mathematics, astronomy, and medicine. (Al-

Khalili, J., 2015) The Quran also contains several 

verses that encourage the pursuit of knowledge 

and the observation of the natural world. 

However, the relationship between Islam and 

Science has not always been smooth, with 

tensions arising from different interpretations of 

Quranic verses, the role of women in scientific 

pursuits, and the relationship between Islam and 

modern scientific theories. (Al-Attas, S. N., 

2016) The Quran contains several verses that 

refer to the natural world and encourage the 

pursuit of knowledge. These verses have been 

interpreted in different ways, with some scholars 

arguing that they contain scientific knowledge 

that was only discovered by modern science. 

(Irshad, M., 2016) Others, however, believe that 

the Quran should be interpreted metaphorically 

and not as a scientific text. This has led to 

tensions and disagreements between those who 

see the Quran and Science as complementary and 

those who see them as incompatible. 

Methodology: 

This study employed a mixed-methods approach, 

consisting of a literature review and analysis of 

Quranic verses related to science. The literature 

review involved an extensive search of relevant 

articles, books, and reports on the topic of Islam 

and Science. The analysis of Quranic verses 

involved a close reading of selected verses and an 

examination of their historical and cultural 

context. 

Findings: 

The study found that while there are many areas 

of overlap and compatibility between Islam and 

Science, there are also several grey areas where 

tensions and disagreements exist. One of the main 

grey areas identified was the interpretation of 

Quranic verses related to science. Some scholars 

argue that the Quran contains scientific 

knowledge that was only discovered by modern 

science, while others believe that the Quran 

should be interpreted metaphorically and not as a 

scientific text. Another grey area identified was 

the role of women in scientific pursuits. While 

some Muslim-majority countries have made 

significant progress in promoting women's 

participation in science (Saleem, S., & Tariq, R., 

2019), there is still a significant gender gap in 

STEM fields. This is due to several factors, 

including cultural and social norms that limit 

women's opportunities and the lack of female role 

models in science. 

The study also identified the relationship between 

Quran and modern scientific theories as a grey 

area. While some Muslim scholars believe that 

modern scientific theories are compatible with 

Islam, others argue that they contradict Islamic 

teachings. For example, the theory of evolution is 

a contentious issue, with some Muslim scholars 

rejecting it outright and others accepting it as 

consistent with the Quranic account of creation 

(Rizwi, S. A. A., 2015). 

Another grey area identified was the use of 

scientific language in the Quran. Some scholars 

argue that the Quran uses scientific language to 

describe natural phenomena, while others believe 

that the language should be interpreted 

metaphorically (Sardar, Z., 2016). 

Conclusion: 

The relationship between Quran and Science is 

complex and multifaceted, with both fields 

influencing each other in various ways. While 

there are many areas of overlap and 

compatibility, there are also several grey areas 

where tensions and disagreements exist. This 

exploratory study identified and analyzed these 

grey areas through a review of relevant literature 

and analysis of Quranic verses related to science. 
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The study concludes that there is a need for a 

more nuanced and contextual understanding of 

these verses to promote a harmonious 

relationship between the Quran and Science. 

References: 

1. Abdalla, M. Y., & Almalki, M. J. (2017). The 

relationship between Islam and science. 

Journal of Religion and Health, 56(3), 972-

981. 

2. Al-Khalili, J. (2015). Islamic science: A new 

dawn. Nature, 526(7575), S8-S9. 

3. Al-Attas, S. N. (2016). Islam and the 

challenge of science. Routledge. 

4. Aziz, M. A. (2015). The compatibility of 

Islam and science: An introduction. Journal 

of Islamic Science, 2(2), 1-6. 

5. Bucar, E. M. (2018). Muslim women and the 

challenge of Islamic science. Journal of 

Islamic Studies, 29(1), 1-20. 

6. Haque, S. M. (2009). The Quran and the 

modern science. International Journal of 

Humanities and Social Science, 1(10), 123-

126. 

7. Irshad, M. (2016). Islam and science: The 

quest for harmony. Routledge. 

8. Nasr, S. H. (2016). Islamic science: An 

overview. Routledge. 

9. Rizwi, S. A. A. (2015). Islam and the theory 

of evolution: A source of tension or harmony. 

Islamic Studies, 54(3-4), 375-391. 

10. Saleem, S., & Tariq, R. (2019). Women in 

science in Muslim-majority countries. 

Science, 364(6435), 1230-1231. 

11. Sardar, Z. (2016). The Quran, science, and 

the challenge of atheism. Oxford University 

Press. 

12. Seyyed Hossein Nasr. (2007). The Need for a 

Sacred Science. SUNY Press. 

13. Siddiqi, M. (2017). Understanding the 

relationship between science and religion. 

Islamic Quarterly, 61(1), 49-58. 

14. Ziauddin Sardar. (2013). Reading the Qur'an: 

The Contemporary Relevance of the Sacred 

Text of Islam. Oxford University Press. 

 

 


