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ABSTRACT 

Power has been a source of conflict since the advent of human civilization and it is the most debatable 

phenomenon round the globe. The history is replete with the instances regarding war of succession and 

brutal murder of kith and kin for power. With the globalization of the world, the sovereignty of power has 

reshaped itself into modern “disciplinary” society as per Foucault’s concept of Power- Knowledge. He is 

of the view that “power is everywhere” and “it comes from everywhere”. This concept (Power-Knowledge) 

inextricably runs the system of a society in the modern times as modern states are “disciplinary”. The 

present research aims to study the analytics of power in a Pakistani urban society under Foucault’s concept 

of Power- Knowledge. The researcher selected Moth Smoke (2000) by Mohsin Hamid for the study as it 

contains most of the issues faced by an emerging Pakistani urban society. Hamid portrayed the 

psychological effects of power on the individuals through the protagonist of the novel, Daru. His journey 

from an intelligent and ambitious banker to a drug dealer exposes this relational system of power and 

knowledge in the current novel. Rich class exercise power on institutions as well as on individuals by the 

corrupted money they earned through different tactics. Hence underprivileged classes suffer along with the 

individuals who degenerate morally in this scenario. But through Foucault’s concept of power, it is clear 

that power relations are “imminent” they work from bottom up as Daru’s destroyed self affects Ozi (his 

best friend from upper class). Ozi suffers due to Daru’s contempt and societal pressure he (Daru) gets in 

the form of undue competition and institutional corruption on the part of rich class. He snatches what he 

could not get through proper channel in an opportunist society. At the end Ozi’s circular motion of finding 

the truth behind Mumtaz and Daru’s affair gives him power to exercise on Dar. He puts him behind the 

bars in an allegedly murder which he (Ozi) himself committed long ago. Mumtaz bears this burden of 

Knowledge alone and leaves home to fight against “disciplinary” tactics used by upper class in an urban 

society to exercise power on the people. Hence the researcher tries to find the relational systematic way of 

the exercise of power on people in the current study with the topic “An Analytics of Power: A Hermeneutic 

study Moth Smoke by Mohsin Hamid (2000)”. 

Keywords: Socio-economic background, power relations, disciplinary society, psychological Strives, 

knowledge. 
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INTRODUCTION of the study:  

Power is a source of social accordance and 

discipline in a society as it demonstrates certain 

rules, followed by the people, to carry the affairs 

of the state. Hayward takes power as boundaries 

that enable and constrain possibilities for action 

(Hayward 1998). Power is used to suppress 

masses and the opponents in order to rule the 

territory since the advent of human civilization 

even before this in the times of cave men. There 

is a certain sense of possession about power 

because of the early life of man spent on the belief 

of the survival of the fittest. This hunting and 

survival instinct gave rise to the possession of 

power by the people in order to enjoy life. This 

tradition is followed by the kings in the past as 

they hold power in their hands and that power 

functions as the law for kingdom. Now it takes 

the position of state apparatus which run the 

system of the modern states. But Foucault, on the 

contrary, sees power as an everyday, socialized 

and embodied phenomenon.  

 Foucault shifts the attention of people 

from ‘sovereign’ and ‘episodic’ exercise of 

power to the everyday use of power in his concept 

of power analytics. He turns away the 

traditionally centered feudal states; which 

pressurize their subjects thus to denote the 

sovereign rulers and power holders of the states. 

Foucault pointed out a new kind of ‘disciplinary 

power’ that could be observed in the 

administrative systems and social services. He 

gives examples of this relational aspect of power 

through 18th century Europe, such as the system 

of prisons, schools and mental hospitals. Their 

systems of surveillance and assessment no longer 

required force or violence, as people learned to 

discipline themselves and behave in expected 

ways. So, like before he does not call power a 

negative, repressive and coercive phenomenon 

but as a productive and positive force for the 

society in many cases (Gaventa 2003: 2).  

“His work marks a radical departure 

from previous modes of conceiving 

power and cannot be easily integrated 

with previous ideas, as power is diffuse 

rather than concentrated, embodied and 

enacted rather than possessed, 

discursive rather than purely coercive, 

and constitutes agents rather than being 

deployed by them” (Gaventa 2003: 1). 

 Hamid captures these forces of power at 

work in the Moth Smoke as state apparatus is only 

a tool to exercise power on the characters in the 

novel. Power is diffused in different forms on the 

microscopic level of the state politics which 

creates a mysterious network exercising it on the 

people. His stories are the tales woven by the 

threads of a modern Pakistani society; based on 

the realistic and timeless issues regarding 

globalization and economic strife among people. 

These two are the widely discussed issues 

throughout the world. Hamid’s novels whether it 

is “Moth Smoke”, “How to get Filthy Rich in 

Rising Asia” or “The Reluctant Fundamentalist” 

carry a certain current running through them 

which keeps them interesting and they get 

recognition in the whole world. The agenda of 

economic instability and access to global market 

is the most discussed aspect of his novels. Every 

character, whether a commoner or an elite, passes 

through this grind of economic upheaval 

globally.  

Background and Review of the Study 

Bryant Scott (2014) discusses the effects of 

globalization in her work “Mohsin Hamid and 

The Novel of Globalization” in which she 

presented a comparative study of Hamid’s 

different works like Moth Smoke , How to get 

Filthy Rich in Rising Asia and The Reluctant 

Fundamentalist . The researcher is of the view 

that Globalization has not only affected Pakistan 

rather whole world is under its effect. 

Globalization has interconnected all the countries 
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of the world and their cultural, social and 

economic interests in a way that was never 

before. International trade, multinational 

corporations and production of different cultural 

goods have interlinked not only cities but 

countries also. Economic borders outlawed 

geographical borders of the countries with the 

rise of globalization. This emerging global 

culture brought cohesion and similarity in 

different countries of the world. It breaks the set 

rules of narrative by picking up the humble 

backgrounds in contrast to elite; weaving a new 

web of interaction between them on capital 

grounds. His humble characters have the 

potential to address the world because they are 

entangled in the web of universal issues on the 

whole. Class difference on capital grounds raises 

inferiority complex in the people as a result they 

indulge in the crimes. They make life more 

miserable than before. Hamid’s take on 

highlighting this global issue of economy attracts 

readers to judge his stories in the light of modern 

theories i.e. Foucault’s power theory and nature 

of self. These modern theories bring forth new 

aspects of the text before the reader such as 

psychological, societal and familial. 

By giving his narratives a perspective of 

global issues, he brings them on the front desk to 

put an emphasis on the related issues faced by an 

under developing country, Pakistan. Thus, his 

characters narrate their own stories to the reader 

in their own way; so that the readers deduct 

meanings according to their understanding of the 

story. Hamid, being a Pakistani as well as British 

citizen, uses his knowledge masterfully to create 

a unique story; a combination of antique Lahore, 

its values and the demands of new time. He 

presents a combination of old times, new needs 

and the issues raised by these emerging needs. 

His character, Daru represents old times of 

Lahore in the dire need of maintenance due to 

ever changing environment of the world. 

Whereas, Ozi and Mumtaz are the new attractions 

for the old Lahorians as people want to be rich 

and stylish like them. 

On a contemporary setting, Cara Cilano 

(2009) analyzes the theme of killing in the novel 

by pointing out parallels in the historical and 

modern settings of the stories provided in the 

novel. The theme of fratricide of Mughal story is 

replaced by the nuclear program of the country 

and the fear of impending war of succession 

between both India and Pakistan. She is of the 

view that the lust for throne is replaced here in the 

modern story of Lahore by characters’ lust for 

power, black label and Pajero etc. Another 

important aspect of language is highlighted by 

Claire Chambers (2014) in his study“The heart, 

stomach and backbone of Pakistan: Lahore in 

novels by Bapsi Sidhwa and Mohsin Hamid”.She 

observes that there is a hidden tension in the 

words of the novel which can be reminiscence or 

a hint of hovering hazard. As the epilogue of 

“Moth Smoke” shows a fight for power and 

throne between two brothers Aurangzaib and 

Darashikoh which ended on the murder of 

Darashikoh at the hands of Aurangzaib. Similar 

threat of murder and chaotic events in the lives of 

the characters can be seen in the different 

historical and contemporary writings which end 

in the sole purpose of attaining power. This power 

structure and societal pressure is observed among 

different countries throughout the globe whether 

they are progressed or under developing. 

Hamid talks about the need of 

establishing economic interests globally. It is the 

need of the hour for Pakistan to find investors in 

the world market so that living standard of people 

can be upgraded. Economic instability and 

corruption have deadly affected Pakistani people. 

He considers it (economic downfall) a global 

issue working at the back of social conflict and 

cultural multiplicity. Hamid does not write about 

rustic and utopian ideas of life rather he talks 

about Pakistan specifically; its economical and 

global issues which should be resolved in order to 
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flourish as a nation. His stories do not reflect any 

patriotic or revolutionary kind of steps taken by 

the characters but he highlighted the issue of 

capital throughout his novels which reveals his 

deep concern for the country. 

Hamid’s debut novel Moth Smoke (2000) was 

viewed by Anita Desai (2000) as a turning point 

for sub continental literature as it was one of the 

earliest twenty-first-century novels to depart 

from the Indian magic realism, fashionable in the 

eighties and nineties and venture into darker and 

generically indeterminate territory inspired by his 

hometown Lahore (Desai 2000).A famous 

technique, of splitting or creating a wall between 

the voices of the implied narrator, is used by 

Kipling and Hamid in their stories. This 

technique not only allows the narrator to maintain 

the suspense in the story but also to remain 

oblivious to the underlying scheme of things, 

linking the reader and narrator in a narrative 

space defined by the time of reading the story. 

 The historical background of Moth 

smoke and the cyclical nature of war for power 

have been viewed differently by critics.Paul Jay 

(2005) writes in the “The post-post-colonial 

condition: Globalization and historical allegory 

in Mohsin Hamid’s Moth Smoke” that Hamid 

took the basic story of Mughal Emperor to bypass 

colonialism from the novel. He centralizes the 

idea of economic instability and power in his 

novel but doing so, he actually gives a hint to the 

colonialism of early times even before British,  

“One that includes Persian and Islamic 

invasions from the North forces of 

globalization were at work on the 

continent long before global capitalism 

and the internet came along” (Jay, 

2005, p. 56).  

 According to Jay (2005), Hamid’s 

narrative focuses on the economic globalization 

and its effects on the people; economic instability 

has transformed the people of Lahore into the 

people he presented in his novel with chaotic 

surroundings and disturbed mentalities. Munnaza 

Yaqoob (2010) views this historical background 

of the narrative to emphasize the idea of 

imprisonment. She sees people in the novel 

stifling in the cage of societal pressures and 

individual needs. 

 Hamid has discussed class conflict and 

social problems prevailing in the city of Lahore 

but there is another historical fact about the 

importance of Lahore which is its close proximity 

with its rival, India, as seen in the Moth Smoke. 

Lahore’s proximity with wagha border is not the 

only reason that people get affected but they are 

affected by the current rage of the governments in 

order to prove them powerful. Pakistan and India 

has a history of clashes on different grounds; they 

have fought wars over such issues as the 

undergoing issue of atomic testing from both the 

sides has affected the people.Since fratricide is 

rooted in the epilogue of novel, this atomic testing 

is said to be a ‘figurative fratricide’(Cilano, 2009, 

p.188). So, not only the ecosystem but “The 

entire city is uneasy”. Hamid narrates the 

expressions and linguistic effect of this situation 

on people and their routine lives. They even get 

shocked of the lightening in the month of 

monsoon; their  

“…Teacups halt, steaming, in front of 

extended lips” as if something is going 

to happen. “Lightning’s echo comes as 

thunder” as if thunder of the war 

hovering over them and put a “billion 

atomic souls split in half (Hamid 2000, 

211).” 

 Pakistan and India has “an extraordinary 

love-hate relationship”. Their separation is a 

historical fact which has been over shadowed by 

bloodshed and lost loved ones in the journey of 

freedom. Beside this there was also a civil war in 

the country which has bad impact on people’s 
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memories. This latest incident of atomic testing 

has put them into a trance. The country they have 

achieved after so many struggles and sacrifices is 

again on the verge of destruction. People have 

been through hard times due to corrupt ruling 

authorities and now they would have to suffer 

again as authorities would be investing into 

production of war instruments rather on the 

welfare of masses. The hotness of season as well 

as unfulfilled dreams is making life a bit tougher 

for them. They take this atomic episode on their 

heart and soul as this is “for a wall of heat that 

burns Lahore with the energy of a thousand 

summers”. Their fears are obvious from their 

discussions as their conversations have been 

transformed to political rather mundane talk of 

work and day to day life. So, these environmental 

changes do raise fear in people which is said to be 

a psychological pressure of war and losing their 

country forever. Since author has used the word 

“atomic” testing in the novel; it also refers to 

many other incidents of the Past as atomic 

bombing on Hiroshima and Nagasaki (Japan). 

The lurking fear of destruction has made them 

sensitive towards life. Paul Jay, author of “Global 

Matters: The Transnational Turn in Literary 

Studies”, argues in an essay on Hamid that;  

“…with its sustained focus on the 

effects of economic globalization, 

Mohsin Hamid’s Moth Smoke stands 

apart from many South Asian English 

language novels popular with readers 

and academics in the West”.  

Moth smoke (2000) is set in the 

sweltering summer of 1998; it narrates the story 

of privileged class of the society in contrast with 

under privileged classes and the contemporary 

issues they have to face in the urban society of 

Pakistan. Hamid uses subtext of Mughal Empire 

and its downfall for this tale to highlight the 

political affairs of war of succession and power. 

In contrast to this historical allegory, he picks out 

a multi-culture and modern story pertaining 

contemporary affairs to deal with. Along with 

these societal, political and psychological 

pressures, an individual’s struggle to make his 

way to success is also portrayed very beautifully. 

But in his journey towards his desired goal and 

his ambition to become a member of privileged 

class, called elites in common, meets a 

disappointed end because there are many 

obstacles in pursuing these dreams as presented 

in the novel. Hamid’s debut novel explores the 

connection between an urban society and an 

emerging adult. Daru, the protagonist of the 

novel, is highly educated and talented but he is 

threatened by the late-capitalist culture in 

Pakistan. He is a banker out of job now just 

because he annoyed a landlord who is trying to 

treat him like his surf. He is under the stroke of 

bad luck as he fails to get any job after that. While 

on the other hand his friend Ozi, who is the son 

of a corrupt millionaire, enjoys a luxurious life. 

They (elite class) are controlling everything in the 

country even Daru gets that job in a bank due to 

Ozi’s father, whom he calls Uncle Khurram.  

The researcher explores this relation of 

power and knowledge in the Moth Smoke by 

analyzing the socio-economic position of the 

characters. As modern society works on the 

democratic grounds, so there is no mechanism of 

socialism or dictatorship although a slightest 

tinge of capitalism is still found in the working of 

society. Pakistani urban society is also shadowed 

by this late capitalist system of running the state 

in spite of it has a body of politics which supports 

democratic technology of power. Although state 

does not differentiate people into classes but still 

the socio-economic status of the people define 

their roles in the society. As rich class is 

economically strong and have influence on 

legislative body, they are directly affecting 

administration of the country. Because of their 

wealth they study abroad, have great exposure in 

life and most of them join politics, as a result they 

control the state apparatus. whether other 
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unprivileged classes of the society remains at the 

same level, although they are able and 

hardworking people but the corrupt elite does not 

give them any chance to raise themselves. They 

remain at the top because they learn to control 

masses by applying power on them. Hence, in 

controlling them, they learn new ways to exercise 

their power as per Foucault’s power-knowledge 

mechanism. 

The aforementioned delineation of the 

novel explicates that novel is full of social and 

economical stratification of different classes, 

seem to the researcher the direct exposition of the 

power employed by different people. Thus, The 

researcher investigates that how does these 

dynamics of power (as suggested by Michel 

Foucault) affects the characters on individual 

level and the society on as a whole in the current 

novel. This connection of corruption (of elite 

class) and the use of power at the institutional 

level is directly affecting the unprivileged classes 

of the society. The researcher analyzes the novel, 

“Moth Smoke”, in the light of Michel Foucault’s 

concept of “Power and Knowledge” and 

investigates it under the heading of “An Analytics 

of Power: A Hermeneutic study of Moth Smoke”. 

The following study illustrates the “disciplinary” 

nature of the power in the modern era and the use 

of this medium by the rich class to confine and 

imprison others socially and individually.  

Statement of the Research  

The present study aims at finding out the 

Analytics of power: A hermeneutic study of Moth 

Smoke by Mohsin Hamid. Hamid presented the 

elites of our society illegally exercising their 

power on national institutions and the people 

around them. They snatch the right to live from 

the unprivileged classes of the society by 

exposing their corrupt material legacy. Similarly 

Ozi, a godlike figure in the life of Daru, first 

cause him inferiority complex by showing his 

financially strong and luxurious life and later by 

exercising undue power over Daru. He suffers at 

his hands when he was on a trial in a court as well. 

But the essential point raised by this situation is, 

what kind of power Daru has on Ozi that he again 

cyclically turns to punish Daru legally. This 

mechanism of power is working everywhere in 

the Pakistani society and the researcher aims to 

find out this source of power through analytics of 

power by Foucault. 

 

Socio –Politico- Economic system 

watering the plant of power  

Mohsin Hamid’s Moth Smoke is a critique on the 

powerful minority of Pakistan presenting a true 

picture of their lives and the lives of have nots. 

He presented three groups of unprivileged people 

in the novel; one who have all the luxuries, other 

having a bit of it and third deprived of almost 

every facility even basic necessities of life like 

clean water, a small house, a square meal and 

even hospitals. In such an underprivileged society 

education comes on the least end of list. It shows 

that there are only two classes in the society, one 

having an air condition and the other is deprived 

of it because the third group is like a burden and 

does not exist for them as they do not participate 

in the progress of the society. In spite of all this 

they share their state affairs and are directly 

affected by the policies of the government. But 

modern “disciplinary” society turns a deaf ear to 

that issue. So, the class conflict, with reference to 

exercise power policies, is at the backdrop of the 

novel. 

The setting of novel in the post-colonial 

and post-independent Lahore which provides a 

backdrop to current political and economic 

instability in Pakistan as Hamid discusses in the 

Moth Smoke. The geographical importance of the 

city of Lahore and the historical facts attached to 

it reveal that Lahore is like a spiral for the 

characters in the current novel. They move in 

circular motions round it and knit a web of 

complex events in the present story. They are not 
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mere characters walking on the course of life but 

products of a complex political system and socio- 

economic events. Hamid hints out such incidents 

on different stages that can be considered as key 

factors behind the fate of characters. He knitted 

Moth Smoke with a blend of historical as well as 

modern yarns to keep the interest of the readers 

alive throughout the novel. Besides this mastery 

of creating complex web of situations, Hamid has 

intertwined the geographical and contemporary 

issues very cleverly. In fact he himself says in a 

lecture given at the Singapore Writers Festival in 

2013; 

“There was so much Asian literature, 

yet I hadn’t read anything that 

represented the urban reality of 

growing up in Lahore, which I had 

experiences where people were running 

around doing all sorts of unsavory 

things… I wanted to write about a 

world of crime, drug use, 

sexuality…urban noir, and not about 

sort of the rustic countryside, magic and 

these kinds of things (“Singapore”). 

Keeping in view the statement of Hamid 

mentioned above, Moth Smoke is amalgamation 

of both modern as well as rustic piece of writing. 

Apparently it is a story of the life of a young man 

but if we read it critically, it appears to be more 

than just a story. Based on the story of Pakistani 

youth, it covers recurrent issues like social 

disparity, class difference and unequal 

distribution of wealth among people. It is a 

critique on Pakistani society and the situation of 

the people belonging to different strata of society. 

Hamid not only presents Pakistani but global 

issues of capitalization in the current novel 

through his art of characterization. The behavior 

of the characters and their life style is the 

reflection of their thought and the class they 

belonged to. Moth Smoke is set in Lahore and its 

population is divided into different classes and 

groups according to their economic status. This 

societal and economic conflict in the modern 

Pakistani Urban society is the basic concern of 

Hamid in the current novel.  

In the current novel, people are divided 

in two groups; one group makes law and policies 

but do not follow and others obey it in any case. 

Second group suffers mostly as they have to bear 

all the burden of laws and law makers unwillingly 

otherwise they would be punished.  

Hamid illustrates this very artistically in 

the novel Moth Smoke through Ozi. His brought 

up in a society where he was conscious of his 

existence as a powerful, rich and important 

fellow. He was also conscious of the position of 

his father in the city and his influence on the 

powerful people around him. His education and 

lavish living style with a foreign degree was 

enough to speak about one’s consciousness about 

oneself. On the contrary, Daru’s consciousness 

about his circumstances and present jobless 

condition was enough to create a social gap 

between these two friends of the same society.  

These assumptions can be applied on 

Daru, who was an intelligent fellow and his 

professor likes his ideas in the field of economics 

but he could not complete his PhD. He finds a job 

through his uncle’s connections and later fired by 

his manger due to his misconduct with a landlord 

who had half a million in his bank. He is awfully 

put in the back gear due to an influential person, 

who has links with the manger. Further, he 

descends from the stature of an intelligent scholar 

and banker to a cheater, drug addict and robber. 

The characters are representatives of 

different classes of the society and Hamid 

exposes this through his art of characterization. 

Sudip Bose tells about their social status in the 

following words, 'Ozi and Mumtaz... run with 

Lahore's urban hip, the sushi-and mobile phone 

crowd' (Bose, 2006). Aurangzeb, known as Ozi, 

and his wife Mumtaz both belong to upper class 



15  Journal of Positive School Psychology  

 

of the society. Darashikoh Shezad, a well-

educated person known as Daru belongs to 

middle class. Manucci (Daru's servant) and 

Murad Badshah belong to the lower class of 

society. These characters are a reflection of the 

position they live in, in an urban society. Orrin C. 

Judd (2006) describes the conflict, presented in 

the novel, in these words; 

“The frustration and anger of the less 

fortunate in a country whose ruling 

class is thoroughly corrupt and where 

the economic divide is so vast that the 

wealthy can insulate themselves from 

the rules that bind the rest of the 

society, and can nearly avoid physical 

contact with the lower classes” (Judd, 

2006). 

Hamid does not focus on social issues 

only but along with it there is a large number of 

the issues addressed by him such as such as 

unemployment, terrorism, security risks, 

corruption, poverty, class difference, 

bureaucracy, drug addiction, inflation, nepotism, 

and bribery. He reveals economic strives, power 

struggles and corrupt political system affecting 

the lives of the characters not only in Pakistan but 

round the globe equally.  

In the current novel, the researcher is 

going to find out power working in relation with 

the political system accustomed in Pakistan. It is 

of great importance to search out what is the base 

of this ultra-rich system which is running the 

country and dictating other under privileged 

classes. The researcher finds hints of class 

discrimination and economic disparity in the 

Moth Smoke at the very beginning of the novel 

where the readers are introduced to main 

characters of the story.  

The first glimpse of Daru being a 

prisoner and “the terrible almost-hero of a great 

story: powerful, tragic, and dangerous (Moth 

Smoke)”. All these attributes of a tragic hero are 

attached to Daru which have great impact on the 

story as they serve to be a fatal flaw in the 

downfall of his character. While on the other 

hand, the readers are introduced to Ozi through 

the eyes of Daru, a close friend of him. But that 

closeness too has a jealousy factor as Daru 

attributed everything “big”, “powerful” and 

“corrupt” to Ozi. He describes his first visit as 

under: 

 “I pull up to a big gate in a high wall 

that surrounds what I think is Ozi’s 

place. His new place, that is. His old 

place was smaller. I’m a little nervous 

because it’s been a few years, or maybe 

because my house is the same size it 

was when he left eye. Then I honk out 

a pair of security guards”. 

 Daru’s description of the house shows 

the difference of social and economic 

backgrounds of both the friends; from a smaller 

house to a “new place”, “big gate” and “high 

walls” along with the “security guards” places 

him out of the range for Daru himself. They are 

closely attached yet miles away from each other. 

In spite of Daru’s intelligence and competence in 

education, he “encountered a spot of difficulty 

finding a position” whereas Ozi, an average 

student, enjoys a lavish life just because he has 

wealth and power with a foreign degree. It is 

because his father has connections and he has 

earned wealth from hidden sources as Hamid 

illustrates this through Daru; 

 “I kept hearing about him, that he’d 

built a mansion in Gulberg, that he was 

being investigated by the 

Accountability Commission”. 

 It is this imbalance that invokes 

Daru and MuraadBaadshaa to step into the world 

of crime to fulfill their needs. Daru’s sunken and 

lean body, his struggle to get a square meal and 
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grim reality of having nothing to live on, 

encourages him to robe rich people. Muraad 

BaadShaa, Daru’s friend, finds his rickshaw 

business dwindling due to the arrival of yellow 

taxis; as a result he thinks ethical to robe them to 

grow his business like before. So, in the current 

scenario it is right to say that “whatever a man 

gains, he gains at the expense of some other 

man’s loss” (Morris 2000:32). They are the 

victims of a sick society where corrupt 

economical system gives way to a morally 

degenerated society. This moral degeneration 

supports another view that nothing is more 

important in life but money. And this very idea 

generates out of the class conflict as shown in the 

novel. The class conflict is based on wealth as 

Daru feels shadowed in the parties but secretly 

wish for a luxurious and wealthy life. The way he 

admires a ride in Pajero, the sensation of being a 

part of them and then the sound of different car 

doors remind him that he can only wish for these 

luxuries. It is impossible for him to achieve in a 

life time. 

 The sense of power and pride Ozi feels 

while discussing his family, Pajero and 

connections can only be wished for. This sense of 

superiority leads them to outlaw forbidden things 

which are destructive for society and for them 

alike as parties, alcohol, and exploitation of lower 

class, murder and corruption. They outlaw 

everything yet remain safe without any sense of 

punishment or shame. This is where envy and 

hatred takes the place of justice and contentment. 

Lower class tries to get this freedom and power 

and in order to achieve the goal they robe, 

murder, sell drugs and even fall a prey to adultery 

but they are not lucky enough to be free 

afterwards. They are punished at the end for every 

little thing they have done or not contrary to 

elites. As Hamid portrays this realistic picture at 

the very start of the novel, through a trial scene, 

Daru was going to be punished for the murder he 

actually has not committed. This can also be 

taken as defiance in the Power-Knowledge 

perspective where lower classes become 

powerful as a result of this relational system of 

power.  

Hamid depicts this social status and 

power of the upper class not only through their 

wealth but through their manners as well. Ozi is 

used an example which can be applied on all the 

elites, as Daru serves to be an example of the 

condition of Middle class in the society. These 

examples show the very condition of the system 

on which modern society work. When Daru 

describes Ozi’s drivinghe says; 

“Ozi drives by pointing it (Pajero) in 

one direction and stepping on the gas, 

trusting that everyone will get out of 

our way...bigger cars have the right of 

way”. 

 Even because of that careless and 

authoritative attitude, Ozi kills a poor boy and 

nobody arrests him as he belongs to a powerful 

family. Another luxury enjoyed by theupper class 

is air-conditioner which poor people can’t afford 

due to its excessive consumption of electricity. 

And secondly, reason is that electricity is not 

available most of the time in summer but rich 

people have power back system of generators to 

overcome this problem. This issue is discussed by 

Professor Julius Superb in his paper which he 

presents at the 'Seminar on Social Class in 

Pakistan' by following lines: 

 “There are two social classes in 

Pakistan... The first group, large and 

sweaty, contains those referred to as the 

masses. The second group is much 

smaller, but its members exercise vastly 

greater control over their immediate 

environment and are collectively 

termed the elite. The distinction 

between members of these two groups 
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is made on the basis of control of 

important resource air-conditioning.” 

 This control over resources and attitude 

towards poor show their callous and selfish selves 

that they pose to be selfish and insensitive 

towards other classes of society. Peter Gordon 

gives his opinion about this particular novel in the 

following words; 

“The book also makes considerable use 

of symbolism... air-conditioning... 

being a proxy for class status”. 

(Gordon, 2006). 

Daru and Murad Badshah’s dislike in this 

regard reveals their dislike for upper class as they 

both feel happy when there is no electricity. 

Murad Baadshah “loved load shedding for this 

reason” because he can imagine rich people; 

 “…fanning themselves in the darkness. 

Indeed, nothing made MuradBadshah 

more happy than the distress of the 

rich... he rebelled against the system of 

hereditary entitlements responsible for 

cooling only the laziest minority of 

Pakistan's population...” 

 So, descending from a well off family 

and with a foreign degree, he is enjoying best 

facilities in society whether he deserves it or not. 

Ozi’s lavish life style is the symbol of his social 

status and the power elite class enjoys without 

any restriction. Daru observes this not only 

through Ozi’s luxurious house and vehicle but the 

privileges he enjoys as a member from the rich 

class of the society. His mistreatment of the 

underprivileged class, unlawfulness and 

influenceon the authorities, all are hall marks of 

this class. This creates a sense of insecurity and 

frustration among lower classes as seen in an 

urban society presented by Hamid. 

This frustration can be seen in Daru’s 

efforts while he is trying to get a job but unable 

to find any. And the one he gets at end it is just 

because of the connection of Mr. Khuram that he 

manages to get a job in a bank. The role of rich 

class in rewarding a trivial job to an intelligent 

person is the most obvious sign of their power as 

Daru is told during his interview.  Butt Saab 

reveals the reason behind his job as under; 

“... the boys we're hiring have 

connections worth more than their 

salaries. We're just giving them 

respectability of a job here in exchange 

for their families' business... Unless you 

know some really big fish... no one is 

going to hire you.” 

Lopa Patel (2012) is of the view that “We 

witness Daru’s degradation from being a well-

educated middle-class professional to being a 

common criminal”. A disloyal friend to Ozi; who 

wanted to get a position in society through his 

rich and powerful friend; life proved to be unfair 

to him. He is caught in the whirl of bad 

circumstances, driven by unknown societal 

pressures and corrupted culture. Finally, he lost 

his genuine self in this battle of power and money 

and totally transformed into another Daru, who is 

stranger for the readers and to himself.  

Horney (1950) discussed a neurotic side 

of Daru’s case specifically and for all the people 

suffering due to this class conflict issue generally. 

He is of the view that when people feel 

themselves helpless and find no option to raise 

their societal status, they get attached to the 

people who are living their dreams in reality. 

Daru luckily got his friend (Ozi) back and started 

to attend high society parties to enjoy the things 

he could not afford on his own. So, he tries to find 

his way towards a better life by attaching himself 

to Ozi but the more he intermingles with them, 

the more he is getting aware of his class 

difference. George Luckas narrates in the 

“History and class consciousness” that the traits 

of one class can only be observed in the presence 
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of other classes. Hamid gives many instances to 

observe these aspects of both the classes in 

contrast to each other through Ozi and Daru. 

When Daru went to see Ozi he compares himself 

as, “But Ozi can afford the good stuff, and black 

label is fine by me, provided someone else is 

paying”. So, at the very moment he is being 

served with imported stuff, he is thinking about 

the unjust distribution of wealth and power 

between upper and middle classes. Similar kinds 

of feelings are shown in the following lines when 

Daru rides in a Pajero for the very first time.  

“I sit in the back of Ozi’s Pajero. I’ve 

never been in the Pajero before. Costs 

more than myhouse and moves like a 

bull, powerful and single-minded”.  

Horney (1950) shows another type of 

dimension of George Luckas’ theory of “History 

and class consciousness” by introducing false 

consciousness of Daru, attaching himself to Ozi’s 

subjective consciousness of being rich. He 

assumes himself to be the part of rich by joining 

their parties. But at the same time he is conscious 

of being poor and his self-deceiving state of mind 

as he is artificially portraying himself rich in front 

of Ozi’s friends. So, the more he hovers around 

them, the more he delves deep into despair and 

depression. 

Conclusion  

It is very obvious that sovereignty of power does 

not exist anymore but in Foucault’s words this is 

done through institutions now, reflected in the 

selected novel. The disciplinary mechanism run 

by state still has power over people. The name of 

sovereign power is changed into disciplinary one 

now which controls people in the same way 

through different tactics.  While exercising power 

by a hidden entity, it controls people and their 

actions more than sovereign system of power. As 

in Foucault’s opinion now certain institutions are 

playing the same role which was performed by 

kings and rulers in the earlier times of sovereignty 

of power. He gives examples of hospitals, 

monasteries, barracks, schools, but they are 

promoted and nourished in the modern system 

and now they act as disciplines. Although they 

were there in the past as well but in the modern 

society they have become training institutes; 

which observe and control individuals and their 

activities in a certain way. Although there were 

present in the past but their working mechanism 

has been changed. Moth Smoke by Mohsin 

Hamid is the very example of the said aspects and 

full of such representation as analyzed.  
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