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Abstract

Atheism is based on the denial of existence of God. However, Abrahamic faiths: Judaism, Christianity and
Islam have firm belief on God’s existence. Islam as final revealed message of God to humanity defines the
concept of God comprehensively. The objective of this study is to explore God’s existence in primary
Islamic sources. This is a qualitative research and data is gathered from Qur’an, Hadith, books, articles and
online sources. Qur’anic proofs are very simple and strong which are understandable for every man.
Qur’anic proves appeal an average person and highly intellectual person equally. Muslim scholars add
Qur’anic verses in their argument which support God’s attributes and the creation of the universe. They
argue extensively from Qur’an to explain facts about the universe and proving the existence of God. They
also quote Qur’anic verses which are supported by the discoveries of modern science. New atheists are not
expert of religion; however, they add references of religious sacred texts to strengthen their arguments. Sam
Harris uses verses of Qur’an without understanding the context to portray Islam as religion of Terror. He
writes the different verses of Qur’an without mentioning their specific contexts to support his argument.
The position of atheism is illogical and irrational.

Introduction
New atheists such as Sam Harris, Richard
Dawkins, Denial Dennet and Christopher
Hicthens refute God and religion by using
scientific, moral, historical arguments as well as
criticizing the texts of religious scriptures.
Present study explores the existence of God in
primary Islamic sources. The study analyzes the
arguments of new atheists and Muslim scholars.
According to Yasir Qadhi (2008), nothing
exists on its own. Every single thing has a
creator and that is how we work in our day-
to-day lives. The idea that the things came
into existence themselves is irrational. Every
single thing around us is evidence of the

creation of God. Every object that exists must
have a creator, it cannot come from nothing.
Creation itself is the bigger sign of the
creator. Qur’an says: b al gid i G |l ]
oA

“Were they created without any agent?
Were they the creators?” (Qur’an, 52:35). God
asks this rhetorical question in Qur’an. It has
possibly three answers; first either you have
created from nothing, second, you have created
yourself, third, you have been created by God.
The first two answers are illogical. Likewise, God
says in Qur’an:
oo b G555 e iy gl gla
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“He created the heavens without any
visible support, and He placed firm mountains on
the earth in case it should shake under you and He
spread all kinds of animals around it. We sent
down water from the sky, with which We made
every kind of good plant grow on earth: all this is
God’s creation. Now, show Me what your other
gods have created. No, the disbelievers are
astray” (Qur’an, 31:11). This creation of God is
around you and no one besides God can create
anythlng Similarly, Qur’an says:
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“People, here is an illustration, so listen
carefully: those you call on beside God could not,
even if they combined all their forces, create a fly,
and if a fly took something away from them, they
would not be able to retrieve it. How feeble are
the petitioners and how feeble are those they
petition!” (Qur’an, 22:73). God challenges that
besides Him no one can create even a single fly
and even they cannot take return their food from
a fly. Now modern science says that the digestion
of fly starts from outside of the stomach, as soon
fly spit out some saliva which is digestive in
nature, the food begins to digest immediately
upon contact, then the fly takes this almost
digested food into its system. Can the greatest
scientist of the world bring back his food from a
fly; he cannot do so (Qadhi, 2008). While
describing its creation God says in Qur’an:
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who created the seven heavens, one
above the other. You will not see any flaw in what
the Lord of Mercy creates. Look again! Can you
see any flaws? Look again! and again! Your sight
will turn back to you, weak and defeated”

(Qur’an, 67:3-4). God invites humans to look at
the consistency and flawlessness in his creation
through every aspect of science and intellect.
Humans cannot find a single inconsistency or
fault in their creation; this is evidence of God’s
existence. God shows his existence through his
signs and invites humans to think about the
supremacy of God. God says in Qur an:
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“In the creation of the heavens and earth;
in the alternation of night and day; in the ships
that sail the seas with goods for people; in the
water which God sends down from the sky to give
life to the earth when it has been barren,
scattering all kinds of creatures over it; in the
changing of the winds and clouds that run their
appointed courses between the sky and earth:
there are signs in all these for those who use their
minds” (Qur’an: 2:164). When we walk in the
night and see the moon and stars in the sky, then
we feel how weak we are in front of God’s other
creation.

Qadhi argues that every person when he
is in serious trouble calls God for help whether he
believes in God or not. Qur’an says:
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“When trouble befalls man he cries out to Us,
whether lying on his side, sitting, or standing, but
as soon as We relieve him of his trouble he goes
on his way as if he had never cried out to Us to
remove his trouble. In this way, the deeds of such
heedless people are made attractive to them”
(Qur’an, 10:12). He tells a story of his friend who
was a sailor and he was not a Muslim. The friend
told him that I never believe in God throughout
my life and he was not a religious person. He used
to go out to the ocean a lot. One day a storm
overtook him. When he saw him drowning all of
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a sudden he cried oh God save me. He saved and
came back, and then he thought I don’t believe in
God why he cried God for help. He continued his
life as nothing has happened. One day a Muslim
gave him a copy of the Qur’an and he read certain
verses of the Qur’an in which Allah describes the
same situation. He read that when they get in
trouble and when God saves them they don’t
thank God and go in odd ways. The friend said
when | read this; | realized that it is the same
situation that has happened to me. This is proof
that shows the existence of God that every person
calls God in dire trouble (Qadhi, 2008).

God has sent his messengers for the
guidance of humanity with perfect laws and
perfect belief with the support of miracles.
Humans witness these miracles and analyze the
laws which are perfect for human societies. This
is proof of God’s existence. Qur’anic proof for
the God is very powerful and strong. There are
many philosophical theories that prove the
existence of God but these are very complicated
to understand. Qur’anic proofs are very simple
and strong which are understandable for every
man. Qur’anic proves appeal an average person
and highly intellectual person equally (Qadhi,
2008).

It is the people that do not acknowledge
them because of the perception that has been
blinded by arrogance hence ignoring the presence
of Allah (Qadhi, 2017). He says, God has not
shown his presence up to now and shown heaven
or hell because the ones who do not want to
believe in God will claim it to be the delusion or
the magic and claim it falsely. Therefore, it is
concluded that anyone who has shut his eyes,
ears, and heart will always reject the presence of
God and will never acknowledge it and for others
who are inclined towards God, only their
surroundings are important to claim his presence
(Qadhi, 2017).

He argues that in Qur’an, only a few
verses discuss the existence of God. This shows
that there is a creator who is ingrained in the mind

of every person. He says the first proof of God’s
existence is creation itself; the fact we exist. The
sun, moon, and planets around us are the signs of
a creator. These all cannot come from nothing and
there must be a cause for them (Qadhi, 2008).
There are thousands of theories and
maxims and  philosophical  discussions
throughout the history of the world from the
earlier philosopher Aristotle and Plato to the later
on philosophers of Judaism, Christianity, and
Islam. This topic is hardly mentioned in Qur’an,
just a few verses that discuss it because the
concept of God is ingrained in every person.
Abdur Raheem Green (1962- ) is a
British Muslim scholar. He speaks mostly about
traditional Islamic topics. He also engages in the
debates about the existence of God with atheists.
He argues that the question of God is a very
common question prevailing in our society.
People believe God to be someone who people
worship and people worship these Gods because
they believe that these Gods give them things that
they cannot have. In different religions, people
have different Gods for different things. There is
a God of war, a God of rain, a goddess of love etc.
In the Roman Catholic faith, people have
different saints for different things for example if
something is lost, ST. Anthony is prayed and the
thing is found. There are always a set of rituals in
these prayers for example sacrifice etc which
goes to human sacrifice in an extreme situation.
So if we look at the fact that God gives
something, everyone has their own God and these
Gods can be ideology, science communism apart
from the prophets, saints etc because everything
that has our faith in God (Green, 2008).
According to him, people perform these
rituals that are practiced by their society to get
themselves accepted by their people. Different
people have taught different things, for example,
Buddha provoked the people to live in the
monastery to avoid the difficulties of life and it is
a very difficult thing to do and that is why the
practice of this religion is declining. The Qur’an
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is a book that was sent for the whole of the
mankind and it appeals to the common sense of
mankind. It does not just show the logical rules
rather it is simple and contains everything that
human beings agree upon. He says that there is
nothing in the totality of the human being’s
existence that proves that something came into
existence by itself. The Qur’an keeps asking us
and claims us to see the alternating days and
nights, seasons and asks us to travel through the
earth and all the other things because these are all
the signs of the existence of God and these
uninterrupted processes without any disputed
mechanisms are nothing but the creations of God.
The creation of God exists beyond the creation of
space. Space, galaxies, sun, moon etc are all the
creations of God and our Earth is just a tiny work
of God. All these planets, the sun etc have
different gasses, a specific distance, and the
gravity and many other forces claiming that these
things would not have existed without God’s
work (Green, 2008).

He adds that creator is not like anything
in the universe and is transcendent and common
sense points out towards the precision and
consistency of the universe claiming that there is
only one wise, powerful creator and no other like
him and this is why every culture believes in one
transcendent God but they actually give their
knowledge and power to the creations of the God
rather than the creator and hence deviating from
the original path to the God. It is the God who
listens to the wishes and complaints of every
individual and listens to their voice and gives
them what they want which is above the human
powers. People ask for help from the prophets and
saints when they believe that they have divine
powers and that is where they are wrong and
believe that the dead can hear those (Green,
2008).

He describes the attributes of God and
says that God has no son, father, or anything
because to be the son of God, the son should have
divine powers as God has but no one possesses

those powers. God is eternal. He was never born
and will never die. He is the only superpower ever
existed and that is where clashes in some
religions arise. Racism arises when people think
of themselves as superior but God points out the
only quality that makes a person better than the
other is his piousness. The people who are the
followers of different prophets claim them to be
the best because of their ancestors forgetting the
values that God has set for them. There is one
power that prefers humanity above all and is the
greatest of all and looks upon the signs of his
creations and appreciates them because those are
what show that God truly exists (Green, 2008).

Siddi Ali Ataie is a professor in Islamic
Sciences with a specialization in theology and
Biblical interpretation. He argues that there are
two approaches to God’s question. The first
approach is presuppositionalism. This deals with
revealed theology and we presuppose the
existence of God. Jews, Christians, and Muslims
argue that God exists and He has revealed
Himself through Prophets, miracles, and divine
books (Ataie, 2014).

Shabir Ally argues that to prove that God
does not exist, specific proves should be
presented as the proofs presented by Muslims are
enough to prove God’s existence. Life hereafter
is an important topic to talk about. All the actions
that are performed by an individual whether they
are right or wrong will be questioned after death
when the people will be resurrected after death
(Ally, 2016). He argues that Allah has made
different kinds of humans and has asked them to
interact with each other but this is evolution and
it does counter with Darwin’s natural selection
theory. With evolution, we cannot say that the
change is occurring itself. All this change is the
work of a higher supervisor (Ally, 2016). He
describes the argument from Qur’an that Allah
has addressed people and said that he has created
people into different tribes and in different colors
and creeds so that they can interact with each
other and can get to know each other better. All



Dr. Ataur Rehman

30

the creations we have encountered today and all
that we are today are the blessing of God upon us
because if it is not his will we wouldn’t be able to
move a finger (Ally, 2016).

AbulFeda Bin Masood says that atheists
say that burden of proof is upon religious people
to prove creation. In fact, itis illogical; the burden
of proof is solely upon atheists that such a
magnificent, clear, perfectly conserved, and
controlled system is without any creator
(Masood, P.20, 2016). He says that Prophets only
told the world about God and the purpose which
God has designated to humanity but no one has
told us that the universe needs a creator who
created us the way we are (Masood, P.21, 2016).

Richard Dawkins almost claims that he
can agree on deist God® similar to the one that
Einstein told about his beliefs about God,
however, a personal God, who listens to prayers,
read inner thoughts, commands to do good, and
judges the human in the afterlife is not acceptable
to him (Masood, P.36, 2016). Masood responds
that the one attribute of God is ‘omnipotence’
which means perfect and complete ability and
power. Itis illogical to think about the creator that
He has not total power and ability within it even
though he has himself created the intelligence and
power in the universe (Masood, P.38, 2016). He
adds that the attribute ‘omniscience’ is to have
complete knowledge of things that God has
created; it is also illogical to think about the
creator of the universe that he has not the
complete knowledge of his creation. He says that
‘goodness’ is also the virtue of God and it is better
to worship a God that is perfect in goodness rather
worship an unjust evil God (Masood, P.38, 2016).
God has given the sense to human to differentiate
between goodness and evilness and directed to
opt for goodness and to see goodness in Got too.
Moreover, he says that the attribute of ‘creativity’
also perfectly justifies God’s ability to make a
perfect design of the universe. It is illogical to

! Deism: It is the belief that God exists as the
cause of all things but refutes the divine revelation

think that something in creation is more creative
than the creator himself (Masood, P.39, 2016).
He argues that atheists claim that how
God listens can prays and forgive sins with his
direct interference in the world. He also describes
this claim unreasonable and illogical. He quotes
the Qur’anic verse,
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“nothing like a likeness of Him” (Qur’an, 42/11).
He argues that it is not right to compare God’s
abilities of listening and watching to the abilities
of a human. As we see in our nature that different
birds have different capacities to see and listen to
the other creatures. So God who is the creator of
all must have the abilities superior and different
to his creatures and he may see and listen to all
the creatures at one time. So the claim that he can
listen to the prayers and forgive the sins is
justifiable through the means of reason and
intellect (Masood, P.39-42, 2016). He says that
atheists claim that how God can read the
innermost thoughts of all man at the same time.
He argues that there is much in the universe that
people believe as fact by the necessity of
observation without knowing deeply how it
happens actually. He says that this atheist’s claim
is similar to the demand that one will have to
believe in God while seeing him with his eye
(Masood, P.44, 2016).
Muhammad Hijab is an academic
researcher from London. He engaged in debates
with Christian and atheists throughout his life. He
argues that atheists claim that the universe has
come from nothing and by from nothing. Atheists
cannot provide evidence of this claim
metaphysically, cosmologically, ontologically, or
any other branch of science. He says this is an old
position of atheists which is illogical. Qur’an
says:
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and direct interference of God in the universe
through Prophets, miracles and calamities.
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“Were they created without any agent? Were they
the creators? Did they create the heavens and the
earth? No! They do not have faith” (Qur’an,
52:35-36). He adds that atheists claim that our
universe is endless. If our universe is everlasting
then to say that it came from nothing is irrational.
This is a clear contradiction and atheism is based
on a set of propositions that has clear
contradictions. He says that Islam has also an
inbuilt system of falsification. It puts different

Analysis

challenges: first Qur’an says:
WhATas ] e sl il i e o OIS 5157 Ole oAl &yt Sl
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“Will they not think about this Qur’an? If it had
been from anyone other than God, they would
have found much inconsistency in it (Quran,
4:82). The second is the inimitability challenge;
Qur’an says to try to produce something like that.
Thirdly, Qur’an makes some future predictions; it

specifies time and place (Hijab, 2019).

New Atheists

Muslim Scholars

New atheists are not expert of religion;
however, they add references of religious
sacred texts to strengthen their arguments.
Sam Harris uses verses of Qur’an without
understanding the context to portray Islam
as religion of Terror. Sam Harris argues “on
almost every page, the Koran instructs
observant Muslims to despise non-
believers” (Harris, 2004, P.123). Harris
writes the different verses of Qur’an without
mentioning their specific contexts to support
his argument in his book, The End of Faith:
“It is the same whether or not you forewarn
them [the unbelievers], they will have no
faith” (2:6). “God will mock them and keep
them long in sin, blundering blindly along”
(2:15). A fire “whose fuel is men and
stones” awaits them (2:24). They will be
“rewarded with disgrace in this world and
with grievous punishment on the Day of
Resurrection” (2:85). “God’s curse be upon
the infidels!” (2:89). “They have incurred
God’s most inexorable wrath. An
ignominious punishment awaits [them]”
(2:90). “Slay them wherever you find them.
Drive them out of the places from which
they drove you. ldolatry is worse than
carnage... If they attack you put them to the
sword. Thus shall the unbelievers be
rewarded: but if they desist, God is forgiving

Muslim scholars add Qur’anic verses in
their argument which support God’s
attributes and the creation of the universe.
Muhammad Hijjab argues from Qur’an:
“Were they created without any agent?
Were they the creators? Did they create the
heavens and the earth? No! They do not
have faith” (Qur’an, 52:35-36), “Will they
not think about this Qur’an? If it had been
from anyone other than God, they would
have found much inconsistency in it (Quran,
4:82). AbulFeda Masood argue from about
the God’s attributes: “nothing like a likeness
of Him” (Qur’an, 42/11). Yasir Qadhi
describes that in Qur’an only a few verses
discuss the existence of God. This shows
that there is definitely a creator who is
ingrained in the mind of every person. He
says the first proof of God’s existence is
creation itself; the fact we exist. The sun,
moon, and planets around us are the signs of
a creator. These all cannot come from
nothing and there must be a cause for them
(Qadhi, 2008). Qadhi adds about the
attributes of God Qur’an says: “People, here
is an illustration, so listen carefully: those
you call on beside God could not, even if
they combined all their forces, create a fly,
and if a fly took something away from them,
they would not be able to retrieve it. How




Dr. Ataur Rehman

32

and merciful. Fight against them until
idolatry is no more and God’s religion reigns
supreme. But if they desist, fight none
except the evil-doers”(Qur’an 2:190-93).
Atheists ignore the Qur’anic verses who
give the message for peace and prosperity of
whole humanity without its identification.
Qur’an says: “And whoever saves one — it iS
as if he had saved mankind entirely”
(Qur’an, 5: 32). Atheists do not use religious
texts references for the creation of the
universe and the existence of God.

feeble are the petitioners and how feeble are
those they petition!” (Qur’an, 22:73).

Muslim scholars argue extensively from
Qur’an to explain facts about the universe
and proving the existence of God. They also
quote Quranic verses which are supported
by the discoveries of modern science.

Conclusion

Muslim scholars add Qur’anic verses in their
argument which support God’s attributes and the
creation of the universe. They argue extensively
from Qur’an to explain facts about the universe
and proving the existence of God. They also
guote Quranic verses which are supported by the
discoveries of modern science. The message of
God to humanity is clear and comprehensible. He
chooses Prophets (AS) to deliver His message.
The Prophets were aided by miracles which
ordinary men cannot do. God is capable to reverse
the universal laws because he has created them.
The teachings of God fulfil the need of humanity
and are necessary for peace and harmony. God
challenges the atheist minds that have they been
created from nothing or they have created own
selves. God is necessary to play an arbitrary rule
in order to establish what is right or wrong. New
atheists are not expert of religion; however, they
add references of religious sacred texts to
strengthen their arguments. Sam Harris uses
verses of Qur’an without understanding the
context to portray Islam as religion of Terror. He
writes the different verses of Qur’an without
mentioning their specific contexts to support his
argument. Qur’anic proofs are very simple and
strong which are understandable for every man.
Qur’anic proves appeal an average person and

highly intellectual person equally. The position of
atheists is illogical and irrational.
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